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LETT 

E  R 

TO  A 

SURGEON, 

See, 

S  I  R, 

m  H  E  defign  of  this  letter  is  to  give 
8  you  (in  the  words  of  your  requeft) 
M  <c  an  infight  into  that  method  of 
€'c  inoculating  for  the  fmall-pox,  to  the  ex- 
cc  traordinary  fuccefs  of  which  you  were 
“  for  fome  time  an  eye-witnefs  and  to 
c<  enable  you  to  pra&ice  this  important  art 
cc  with  all  its  improvements,  and  in  its  ut- 
ce  moft  extent,  in  that  part  of  the  country 
cc  which  you  have  chofen  for  your  refi- 
u  dence/? 

B  Within 
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Within  thefe  few  years,  inoculation  has 
given  rife  to  a  number  of  publications,  the 
majority  of  which  chiefly  confift,  either  of 
attempts  to  difcover  the  pretended  fpecifics 
of  one  particular  pradtitioner,  or  theoretical 
difquifitions  on  the  merits  and  demerits  of 
the  pradtice  in  general.  Of  thofe  [which 
properly  come  under  the  denomination  of 
practical  treadles,  that  which  I  have  made 
the  bajis  of  my  practice,  and  which  I  muff 
deflre  you  firft  to  perufe,  was  written  by 
the  ingenious  Dr.  Dimsdale,  of  Hertford. 
To  him,  mankind  in  general,  and  the  fa¬ 
culty  of  phyfic  in  particular,  fland  greatly 
indebted,  for  his  generous  publication  of  a 
method  of  pradtice,  which  he  knew  from 
his  own  experience  was  attended  <£  with  a 
“  fuccefs  at  lead:  equal  to  any  then  dif* 
<£  covered,”  and  which  at  that  time  was 
ingroflfed  by  a  few  individuals,  by  whom 
the  world  feemed  not  to  expedt  it  to  be 
made  public ;  fuch  a  publication  being 
dedrudtive  of  their  fcheme  for  monopoly , 
their  boafted  pretenfions  to  wonder -'working 
nojlrums ,  and  fpecijic  infallible  remedies 

Specious 

*  To  fuch  an  excels  of  refinement  has  the  doctrine, 
of  nostrums  been  carried  by  thefe  gentlemen,  that  I 

remember 
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Specious  pretences  of  this  kind,  may  for 
a  time  impofe  upon  weak  underftandings, 
and  elude  the  fuperficial  enquiries  of  the 
unwary  and  unlearned  5  but  the  intelligent 
part  of  mankind  do  not  fo  eafily  fw allow 
the  bait.  Cautious  of  fubjeding  their  fellow- 
creatures  to  the  ravages  and  fraudulent  im- 
pofitions  of  pretenders  to  noftrums,  it  is 
the  duty  of  thofe  of  the  profeffion  of  phyfic, 
to  make  as  ftrid  an  enquiry  and  examination 
as  may  be,  concerning  the  nature  and  efteds 
of  fuch  pretended  noftrums,  before  they 
either  recommend  them,  or  become  in  any 
degree  acceflary  to  their  ufe.  It  was  by 
means  of  fuch  enquiry  and  examination, 
that  the  prefent  fuccefsful  method  of  inocu¬ 
lating  for  the  fmall-pox,  was  difcovered  and 
made  public.  The  particular  effed  which 
the  preparatory  medicines  produced  on  the 
falivary  glands  of  many,  and  the  manner  of 
adminiftring  thefe  medicines  to  all,  pretty 
plainly  evinced,  without  any  chymical  pro- 

B  2  cefsy 

- 

remember  to  have  heard  one  of  them  in  the  Weft  of 
England,  harangue  with  great  gravity,  not  only  upon 
the  miraculous  powers  of  procuring  any  given  number 
of  puftules,  and  leflening  the  quantity  of  eruptions  at 
pleafure,  but  likewife  upon  the  ftill  more  marvellous 
art,  of  determining  the  number  of  eruptions  the  patient 
chafes  to  have,  to  whatever  part  of  the  body  he  pieties. 
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cefs,  the  name  and  nature  of  the  principal 
article  of  the  compofition,  The  nature  of 
the  medicinal  preparation  being  difcovered, 
the  other  parts  of  the  procefs  were  ftill 
more  obvious. 

But,  though  an  enemy  to  empirical  arts, 
and  the  extravagant  impofitions  of  designing 
and  rapacious  men;  I  readily  agree  with 
Dr.  Dimsdale,  in  condemning  any  un-? 
generous  attempts  that  may  be  made,  to 
deprive  thofe  of  their  due  fhare  of  private 
emolument,  who  may  juftly  lay  claim  to 
the  merit  of  improving  fo  important  a, 
difcovery. 

It  mull  give  great  fatisfa&ion  to  every 
generous  and  humane  mind,  that  this  falu- 
tary  art  is  brought  fo  near  to  perfection.. 
Perfons  of  all  ages,  from  a  few  weeks,  to, 
feventy  years  and  upwards ;  perfons  afflifted 
with  diverfe  chronical  and  hereditary  dif- 
orders,  of  various  temperaments,  habits  and 
conftitutions,  pafs  through  the  difeafe  with 
fafety,  and  by  far  the  majority  of  them, 
with  little  ficknefs  and  no  confinement. 
So  great  is  the  fuccefs  attending  the  prefent 
pradlice  of  inoculation  in  judicious  hands, 

that 
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that  few  decline  being  inoculated  from  any 

apprehenfion  of  lofs  of  life.  But  fome  we 

meet  with  even  now,  who  objed  to  it  from 

a  religions  motive,  and  think  it  the  greateft 

prefumption  to  take  their  lives  (as  they  term 

it)  “  out  of  the  hand  of  God,  to  place  them 

<c  in  the  hands  of  men.”  It  were  too 

ferious  an  anfwer  to  the  gloomy  authors  of 

this  extravagant  objedion,  to  dwell  upon 

the  frequent  pradice  of  purpofely  inducing 

a  temporary  diforder  in  the  human  frame, 

with  a  view  to  prevent  the  acceffion  of  a 

future  more  fevere  difeale.  A  better  anfwer 

cannot  be  given  to  thefe  infatuated  people 

than  in  the  words  of  the  ingenious  Dr, 

Shebbeare  j  who,  fpeaking  of  the  pradice 

of  inoculation,  fays,  “  As  to  its  being 

“  allowable,  or  not,  let  diftempered  divines 

“  oppofe  it  if  they  will :  only  confidering, 

cc  that  as  the  fall  brought  the  danger  of 

“  difeafes  into  the  world,  I  think  we  have 

“  a  right  to  get  zip  again ,  and  drive  it  out, 

c<  if  we  can.”  And  reallv,  if  we  confider 

* 

the  amazing  fuccefs  that  attends  the  prefent 
improved  method  of  inoculating  for  the 
fmall-pox,  we  cannot  but  fuppofe,  that  the 
blefling  of  God  attends  it  in  an  eminent 

degree, 

‘  O' 
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In  order  to  execute  with  fidelity  the  tafk 
injoined  me,  I  propofe,  in  the  courfe  of  this 
letter,  to  make  fuch  remarks~on  Dr.  Dims- 
bale’s  pamphlet,  as  have  occurred  to 
me  in  a  confiderable  fhare  of  experience  in 
this  new  method  of  inoculation ;  to  par¬ 
ticularize  in  what  refpedts  my  pradtice,  and 
the  refult  of  that  pradtice,  differ  from  thofe 
of  our  author^  to  lay  down  a  proper  (and 
hitherto  fuccefsful)  method  of  preparation 
for  fucking  infants  and  young  children  5 
and  to  recommend  fuch  remedies  as,  I  am 
convinced  by  repeated  trials  and  obferva- 
tions,  will  be  of  lingular  fervice,  and  tend 
to  make  the  pradtice  of  inoculation  Hill 
more  general  and  more  fecure.  Such  ex¬ 
emplary  cafes  will  be  annexed,  as  tend  to 
illuflrate  the  obfervations  I  have  made. 

■.ft 

You  will  find  that  Dr.  Dimsdale,  if 
left  to  his  choice,  declines  inoculating 
children  under  two  years  of  age.  And 
though  mortality  in  the  inoculated  fmall- 
pox,  bears  no  manner  of  proportion  to  that 
in  the  natural  way,  even  with  thefe  tender 
infants  j  yet,  it  were  to  be  wifhed,  that  the 
inoculation  of  children  could  be  deferred 
to  about  the  age  of  two  years.  But  this  is 

in 
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in  many  cafes  impoffible  to  be  done,  con¬ 
fident  with  their  fafety.  You  will  probably 
have  frequent  occafion  to  inoculate  them  at 
a  much  more  tender  age  ;  and  I  (hall  here¬ 
after  lay  down  fuch  a  method  of  prepara¬ 
tion,  as  will,  I  hope,  render  the  inoculation 
of  thefe  tender  fubjcdts  as  lucceisful  in  your 
hands,  as  I  myfelf  have  experienced  it  to 
be  *.  However,  I  would  by  no  means  have 
it  underftood,  that  I  prefer  this  date  of  in¬ 
fancy  to,  or  think  it  equally  fafe  with,  a 
more  advanced  age.  On  the  contrary,  I 
think  it  muft  be  plain  to  every  confiderate 
perfon,  that  the  various  diforders  to  which 
infants  are  particularly  fubjedt,  and  the 
known  fatality  of  thefe  diforders,  together 
with  the  impropriety  of  carrying  the  cooling 
and  extinguiihing  method  (in  cafe  of  fevere 
eruptive  fymptoms)  to  its  utmoft  extent,  in 

the 

*  Of  about  fifty  young  children  from  thirty-two 
days  to  two  years  of  age,  whom  I  have  inoculated, 
not  one  has  died.  T wo  of  them,  indeed,  were  in, 
danger  of  death  ; —  the  one  from  convidfive  fits  in  the 
eruptive  fever,  (  See  Cafe  I»  )  j— *the  other  from  a 
diforder  apparently  independent  of  the  foiall-pox,  a 
catarrhal  fever,  and  congeifion  of  vifcid  phlegm,  upon 
the  mngs  and  pituitary  membrane,  endangering  a  fuffo? 
Ration,  alter  the  termination  of  the  eruptive  fever,. 
See  Cafe  IL 
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the  management  of  thefe  tender  fubjefts* 
all  render  the  event  of  the  operation  more 
doubtful  in  thefe  infants,  than  in  children 
two  years  old  and  upwards. 

But  though  fo'me  objedions  may  be  made 
to  infancy,  I  believe  few  will  apply  to  you 
whom  you  need  refufe  on  account  of  old  age. 
Perfons  pad  feventy  have  been  inoculated,  and 
have  palled  thro’  the  difeafe  in  a  very  favour¬ 
able  manner.  The  oldell  that  I  ever  in¬ 
oculated,  was  a  man  of  fixty-fix  *3  who 
had  the  diforder  in  the  flighted  degree, 
without  any  ficknefs  or  eruption :  complain¬ 
ing  only  of  a  few  flying  pains,  and  giddinefs 
of  his  head,  for  one  afternoon.  See  Cafe  III. 

In  the  old  method  of  inoculation,  great 
caution  was  ufed,  to  inoculate  none  but 
perfons  of  found  conAitutions,  of  pure 
juices,  and  in  the  height  of  health.  In 
the  prefent  improved  method,  experience 
has  fufficiently  (hewn,  that  the  variolous 
matter  is  a  poifon  fui  generis -y  and  is  to 

little 

*  Since  the  former  part  of  this  letter  was  written, 
I  have  had  a  patient  upwards  of  feventy j  who 
paffed  through  the  difeafe  very  favorably,  having  not 
more  than  fifty  puftules. 
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little  influenced  by  a  ftrumous,  fcorhtitic, 
or  other  cacochymy  of  the  blood  and  juices,- 
that  a  variety  of  perfons,  who  had  for  many 
tears  laboured  under  chronical  complaints, 
nervous,  fcrophulous,  and  fcorbutic  dis¬ 
orders,  rheumatifm,  gout,  afthma,  invete¬ 
rate  ulcers,  &c.  have  with  proper  precautions 
pafled  through  the  difeafe  as  fafdy,  and 
efcaped  as  lightly,  as  any  the  mod  found 
and  healthy  perfons  whatever.  We  meet, 
indeed,  with  maiiy,  who  cannot  bear,  and 
to  whom  it  would  be  imprudent  to  give, 
thofe  preparations  of  mercury  which  are 
pofleffed  of  an  aftive  ftimulus,  and  are 
rough  in  their  operation.  Yet  there  are 
but  few  who  may  not  take  it  in  fome  fhape 
or  other  $ — the  various  preparations  of  this 
mineral  being  admirably  adapted  to  the  dif¬ 
ferent  ages,  conftitutions,  temperaments, 
and  many  difeafes,  of  the  human  body. 
Some,  indeed,  there  are,  who  ought  to  be, 
and  have  been,  inoculated,  without  taking 
a  Angle  grain  of  mercuty,  in  any  form 
whatever. 

However,  a  perfoii  labouring  under  any 
prefent  diforder  or  indifpofition,  is  not  to  be 
taken  in  hand  ralhly  and  unadvifedly,  with- 

G  out 
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out  ccnfidering  the  caufes,  nature,  and  con- 
fequences  of  his  diforder,  what  effeds  the 
neceffary  regimen  and  medicines  may  pro¬ 
duce  in  the  habit,  and  whether  the  vis  vita 
be  fufficient  for  the  expulfion  of  the  variolous 
matter,  Negled,  or  inattention,  in  thefe 
refpeds,  may  be  produdive  of  fatal  con- 
fequences. 

In  regard  to  feafons,  we  find  by  ex¬ 
perience,  that  inoculation  may  be  fafely 
pradifed  at  all  times  of  the  year.  One 
general  rule,  however,  is  to  be  obferved. 
Let  the  patients  ( if  their  bufinefs  will 
permit)  avoid  the  fcorching  fun  and  noon¬ 
tide  heats  of  fummer ;  and  in  the  winter, 
let  moderate  exercife  fupply  the  place  of 
large  fires  and  hot  cloathing, —  more  efpe- 
cially  from  the  commencement  of  the  erup¬ 
tive  complaints,  until  the  eruption  be  corn- 
pleated.  And  with  thefe  precautions,  the 
eruptive  fymptons  are  in  general  lefs  fevere, 
and  the  eruption  more  moderate,  in  frofty 
weather,  than  at  any  other  time. 

A  ftrid  regimen,  dietetic  as  v/ell  as  me¬ 
dicinal,  is  neceffary  for  the  generality  of 
inoculated  patients.  The  different  conftitu- 

tions 
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dons  and  habits,  require  different  kinds  of 
diet.  Adults,  that  are  in  high  health,  I 
confine  to  the  diet  particularized  in  Dr. 
Dimsdale’s  fecond  fedtion,  page  j 7.  I 
forbid  the  ufe  of  butter  in  their  puddings 
and  pye-cruft  ;  and  allow  no  milk  but  what 
has  been  deprived  of  its  cream  To  per- 
fons  of  this  clafs,  I  give  the  powder  (which 
I  entitle  No.  1.  *f*)  and  the  purging  fait 

C  2  prefcribed 

*  My  general  directions  to  my  patients,  are,  to 
abftain  from  flefh,  fifh.  and  fowl  5  ftefh-broths,  butter, 
cheefe  and  cream ;  fpices,  and  all  heating  things ; 
vinous,  fpiritucus,  and  malt-liquors.  Eggs  may  be 
uied  in  the  puddings  and  pye-cruft  $  but  no  fat  or 
butter.  Salt  and  vinegar  with  vegetables  j  but  no 
pepper.  Scalded  or  fkimmed  milk  is  to  be  ufed, 
where-ever  milk  is  required.  The  diet,  for  breakfaft, 
is  to  conftft  of  tea,  coffee,  or  chocolate,  fealded  or 
fkimmed  milk,  with  or  without  dry  bifeuit  or  bread. 
For  dinner,  and  fupper,  all  kinds  of  garden-fluff,  and 
vegetables  in  feafon  j  all  kinds  of  puddings  and  fruit- 
pyes;  rice-milk  3  boiled  rice,  with  or  without  raiftns  5 
milk-and-apples ;  roafted  apples,  &c. 

+  This  powder  confifts  of  eight  grains  of  calomel, 
eight  grains  of  the  compound  powder  of  crabs-claws, 
and  the  eighth  part  of  a  grain  of  emetic  tartar.  The 
dofe  muft  be  proportionably  leffened  for  aged  perfons, 
weakly  women,  and  children.  It  is  to  be  taken  at 
night  going  to  bed,  two  or  three  hours  after  fupper, 
mixed  in  a  fpoon  with  a  little  fyrup,  honey,  or  treacle; 
and  the  next  morning,  a  dofe  of  Glauber's  fait,  dif- 

folved 
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prefcribed  by  the  Dodtor,  page  18.  Our 
Author,  in  this  place,  diredts  a  prepara¬ 
tory  diet  for  the  fpace  of  nine  or  ten 
days,  and  the  adminiftration  of  the  me¬ 
dicines  in  this  period,  before  the  opera¬ 
tion  be  performed.  But  this  may  fafely 
be  difpenfed  with,  unlefs  the  patient  la¬ 
bours  under  any  diforder  requiring  immediate 
removal  or  alleviation.  I  feldom  require 
more  than  one  day’s  preparation,  previous 
to  the  operation ;  and  I  frequently  inocu¬ 
late  without  any efpecially  when  applied 
to  by  perfons  who  are  in  danger  of  taking 
the  infedtion  in  the  natural  way.  However, 
my  general  method  is  to  inoculate  on  the 
day  fucceeding  the  operation  of  the  firft 
dofe  of  the  powder  and  falts ;  to  confine 
the  patient  from  this  time  ftridtly  to  his 
diet  j  and  to  repeat  the  mercurial  powder 
and  purging  fait,  twice,  and  fometimes  (tho* 
not  often)  thrice,  according  to  the  flrength 
and  conftitution  of  the  patient,  and  the 
progrefs  of  infedtion. 

This 

folved  in  a  fr?iall  cup-full  cf  boiling  water  or  thin 
water-gruel,  to  be  worked  off  with  water-gruel,  or 
warm  cow- whey.  I  have  lately  omitted  the  emetic 
tartar,  in  the  preceding  powder,  without  any  per¬ 
cept  ib  1  e  incon ven ie nc e » 
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.  This  method  of  preparation  anfwers  very 
well  with  the  healthy  and  robuft.  But  a 
very  different  courfe  muff  be  taken  with 
many  that  offer,  perfons  of  weak  nerves, 
valetudinarians,  weakly  women,  and  others; 
with  whom  fo  ftridt  a  diet,  and  the  rougher 
preparations  of  mercury,  would  by  no  means 
agree.  My  method  with  the  generality  of 
thefe,  is,  to  diredt  a  diet  fomething  more 
generous  than  is  allowed  to  the  former  clafs 
of  patients ;  the  daily  ufe  of  a  glafs  or  two 
of  wine,  weak  toddy,  or  punch;  and,  in 
fome  cafes,  a  bit  of  white  flefh  for  dinner. 
And  to  thefe  I  give  fmall  repeated  dofes  of 
the  mild  mercurials,  particularly  the  mcr- 
curius  alkalizatus,  (adding  occafionally  a 
grain  or  two  of  calomel),  and  a  gentle 
purgative  once  in  three  or  four  days;  not 
forgetting  fuch  other  remedies,  as  may  (in 
the  words  of  our  Author)  <c  ftrengthen  the 

conftitution,  if  too  low ;  and  corredt  what 
ie  appears  vitiated.” 

To  children  under  five  years  of  age,  I 
iiever  give  Glauber's  fait,  as  being  too 
naufeous  for  fuch  young  fubjedts;  and  but 
feldom,  the  powder  No.  i.  Inflead  of  thefe 
medicines,  I  generally  give  them  two,  three, 

or 
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or  four  dofes,  of  the  purging  powder  No.  2 ; 
which  is  compofed  as  follows : 

R  Rulv.  Jalap.  ^{3. 

*  -  Rad .  Rhtsi 

Merc.  Duicis  a  3ij, 

! Tartar .  Emetic,  gr.  vj. 

Mifceantur  bene - 

To  thofe  who  require  a  milder  purgative 
than  the  preceding,  I  give  as  many  doles 
of  the  following  powder,  No.  3. 

R  Rub v.  Rad.  Rh<ei 

Magnefi^  a  3j. 

Merc.  Aikalizat.  gij. 

*  •  }.  ,  *. 

Mifceantur  bene . 

The  doles  of  both  thefe  purging  powders, 
are  to  be  carefully  adjufiied  to  the  different 
■  ages,  and  firength  of  children.  To  each 
dofe  of  the  latter  of  the  two  formulae,  I 
have  upon  occafion  added  a  grain  or  two 
of  calomel.  To  the  generality  of  my  pa¬ 
tients,  as  foon  as  I  conveniently  can,  after 
the  infedion  takes  place,  I  give  the  powder 
prefcribed  by  Dr.  Dimsdale,  page  31  ; 
lelfening  the  dofe  for  the  infirm,  for  the. 

aged. 
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aged,  and  for  children.  This  powder  I 
entitle  No.  4.  * 

The  preparation  of  a  fucking  child,  from 
one  to  three  months,  confifts  generally  of 
two  or  three  dofes  of  the  powder  No.  3* 
For  children  from  three  to  twelve  months, 
inftead  of  the  No.  3,  I  prefcribe,  two  days 
before  the  inoculation,  a  dofe  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  powder  to  be  taken  that  evening, 
and  a  little  purging  fyrup  the  next  morning. 

No.  5.  R  Merc,  Alkaliz .  5’u 

— —  Dulcis 
Pulv,  Gaf coign,  a  3fs. 

Mifceantur  bene . 

The  powder  and  purging  fyrup  are  re¬ 
peated  once  or  twice,  according  to  the  ope¬ 
ration  of  the  firft  dofe,  and  the  progrefs  of 
infedion. 

If  the  nurfe  of  the  fucking  infant  is  to 
be  inoculated  likewife,  fhe  is  to  follow  the 
method  above  prefcribed  for  adult  perfons. 

And 

*  It  is  compofed  of  three  grains  of  calomel,  three 
grains  of  the  compound  powder  of  crabs- claws,  and 
one-tenth  of  a  grain  of  emetic  tartar. 
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And  though  the  nurfe  fliould  have  had  the 
diforder,  or  not  having  had  it,  fhouid  be 
permitted  to  take  it  from  the  child  in  the 
natural  way,  it  is  neceilary  that  fhe  fubfnit 
to  a  regimen  of  diet  and  of  medicine,  iii 
order  to  render  her  milk  a  bland  and  fit 
nourifhment  for  the  child,  during  the  time 
of  preparation  for,  and  the  firft  frages  of, 
the  difeafe.  Therefore,  I  put  the  genera¬ 
lity  of  them  upon  the  fame  diet,  and  give 
them  the  fame  medicines  (though  not  fo‘ 
often  repeated),  as  if  they  likewife  were  to 
be  inoculated.  But  to  fome  nurfes,  who 
are  weakly,  and  of  delicate  conftitutions, 
it  will  be  fufficient  to  give  one  dofe  of  mild 
mercurial  phyfic,  and  to  forbid  the  ufe  of 
the  grofler  kinds  of  diet  only 5  fuch  as  beef, 
pork,  butter,  cheefe,  fpirituous,  vinous,  and 
rich  malt-liquors ;  allowing  them  fmail- 
beer,  and  the  daily  ufe  of  a  bit  of  frelh 
mutton,  veal,  lamb,  fifh,  or  fowl,  without 
rich  fauces  or  high  feafoning.  This  is  my 
general  method  of  preparation  for  infants ; 
and  1  have  found  it  fo  invariably  fuccefsful, 
that  1  have  never  once  been  apprehenfive' 
of  a  finifrer  event  from  the  number  of 
puftules. 


To 
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To  labouring  people,  who  are  obliged 
tvhilft  under  preparation  (from  the  day  pre¬ 
ceding  the  operation  to  the  day  of  fickening) 
to  follow  their  labour,  I  have  frequently  (in 
the  heats  of  fummef  efpecially)  allowed  a 
pint,  or  three  half-pints  of  cyder  on  a  day, — * 
the  days  of  purging  excepted.  To  thefe, 
and  to  all  others,  vvhofe  bufinefs  requires 
them  to  be  without  doors,  it  is  neceffary  to 
give  a  ftridt  caution,  neither  to  get  wet  to 
£kin,wear  damp  clothes,  nor,  when  fweating, 
to  fit  upon  the  cold  earth,  or  in  a  damp 
place.  The  female  patients  fhould  likewife 
be  forbidden  to  be  dabbling  much  in  cold 
water,  or  handling  wet  linnen.  For  trouble- 
fome  and  even  dangerous  accidents  may 
fucceed  imprudencies  of  this  fort.  And  it 
appears  to  me,  that  the  difcredit  brought 
upon  the  practice  of  inoculation  in  fome 
few  inftances,  by  rafh  practitioners,  has  been 
owing  to  the  neglect  of  giving  the  neceffary 
directions,  and  proper  cautions,  on  this  head ; 
to  their  indifcriminafe,  and  (for  fome  con¬ 
futations)  immoderate  ufe  of  the  fame 
mercurial  medicine  in  the  preparation ; 
and  to  excefilve  purging  in  the  eruptive 
fever. 
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Dr.  Dxmsdale  informs  us,  page  21, 
that  he  had  inoculated  feme  women  with 
child,  who  concealed  their  pregnancies,  in 
hopes  of  abortions  $  but,  however,  that  they 
did  not  mifcarry.  I  have  like  wife  inocu¬ 
lated  two,  who  concealed  their  pregnancies 
from  the  fame  motive.  One  of  thefe 
wretches,  who  had  about  fifty  puftules, 
mifcarried  in  five  weeks  from  the  inocula¬ 
tion.  How  far  fhe  was  gone  with  child, 
I  had  not  an  opportunity  to  difcover :  her 
mifcarriage,  as  well  as  her  pregnancy,  being 
for  a  time  kept  fecret  from  me.  The  other 
had  but  three  weeks  to  reckon,  at  the  time 
of  inoculation.  She  had  not  more  than 
thirty  puftules;  and  about  ten  days  after 
their  turning,  was  delivered  of  a  fine  girl  ; 
with  imminent  danger  of  her  own  life, 
from  a  profufe  flooding.  The  child  died 
before  it  was  two  months  old 

There 

^  According  to  the  bell  information  I  was  able  to 
procure,  this  child  had  no  marks  of  the  fmall-pox 
upon  it.  If  it  had  lived,  I  intended  (with  the  mother’s 
content)  to  have  inoculated  it  for  the  experiment’s 
fake.  For  in  fuch  a  caie-  where  there  were  no  fims 
cf  the  difeafe  upon  the  body  cf  the  child,  I  fhould  be 
very  doubtful  of  its  being  fecure  from  a  future  in¬ 
fection  of  the  fmall-pox. 
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There  was  lately  an  itinerant  inoculator 
in  the  Weft  of  England,  who  made  no 
fcruple  to  inoculate  women  whom  he 
knew  to  be  pregnant;  promifing  to  con- 
du (ft  them  through  the  difeafe  with  toe 
greateft  fafety.  But  the  narrow  eicapes  01 
feveral  of  thefe  deluded  women,  foon  in¬ 
duced  him  to  decline  fo  rafh  an  undei- 
taking. 

I  obferved  to  you  in  the  former  pait  or 
this  letter,  that  the  diverfity  of  conftitutions 
and  temperaments  that  prefent  themidves 
as  fubjedls  for  inoculation,  require  different 
preparations  of  the  fame  noble  mineral,  tne 
grand  antidote  to  the  variolous,  as  well  ao 
the  venereal,  virus.  I  would  obferve  here, 
likewife,  that  the  quantity,  or  dole,  or  each 
preparation,  is  to  be  carefully  adjufted  to 
the  age,  ftrength,  and  confutation  of  eveiy 
patient.  To  all  above  the  age  of  five  ot 
fix  years,  who  labour  under  no  diford e; , 
forbidding  the  free  ufe  of  mercurials,  I 
would  chufe  to  give  a  fufficient  quantity  of 
the  powders.  No.  1,  4,  or  5,  to  make  the 
gum.  or  one  of  the  falivary  glands,  tender 
to  the  touch.  Therefore,  if  this  fymptom 
not  perceived  a  day  or  two  before  the 

D  2  eruptive 
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eruptive  fever  is  expedted,  I  generally  repeat 
the  dofe  of  the  powder  No.  4,  or  No.  5. 
The  quantity,  however,  neceffary  to  pro¬ 
duce  this  effedt,  varies  according  to  the  dif¬ 
ferent  idiofyncrafies  of  the  human  body.  I 
have  known  a  healthy  adtive  woman  thrown 
into  a  falivation,  by  a  lefler  quantity  of  ca¬ 
lomel  than  her  child  of  five  years  of  age  took, 
without  any  effedt  on  the  gums  or  falivary 
glands.  And  I  have  obferved,  that  thofe 
on  whom  fo  imajl  a  quantity  of  mercury 
has  iuch  fpeedy  and  powerful  effedts,  pafs 
through  the  diftemper  very  favorably,  and 
with  little  or  no  eruption. 


Great  ftrefs  has  heretofore  been  laid, 
upon  the  quality  of  the  infedting  principle; 
and  great  care  taken  to  procure  it  from  a 
good  fort  of  pocks,  juft  before  the  crifis, 
when  the  puftules  were  quite  ripe,  and 
from  perfons  who  were  in  every  refpedt 
healthy  and  found.  After  repeated  experi¬ 
ments  and  obfervations,  it  does  not  appear 
that  the  benignity  or  malignity  of  the  difeafe 
does  in  any  wife  depend  upon  the  quality 
of  the  vij e fring  inattcT ;  out  entirely  upon 
the  j.iiLit,  and  uifpontion  ci  the  blood  and 
juices,  of  tne  t >ij cczcu  pcrjou,  Many,  either* 

for 
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for  the  experiment's  fake,  or  by  reafon  that 
no  better  matter  could  be  procured,  have 
been  inoculated  with  variolous  fluid  taken 
from  a  bad  kind  of  pocks,  from  perfons  of 
foul  habits  and  vitiated  juices.  Thefe  have 
palled  through  the  diftemper  in  as  favorable 
a  manner,  and  enjoyed  as  good  a  date  of 
health  afterwards,  as  any  other  perfons 
whatever.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  well 
known,  that  fome  who  were  inoculated 
with  as  good  matter  as  can  be  procured, 
who  adhered  fiddly  to  their  regimen  both 
of  diet  and  of  medicine,  and  took  all  other 
neceffary  precautions,  have  had  fo  large  a 
£hare  of  puftules,  and  fymptoms  fo  un¬ 
favorable,  as  to  make  the  operator  for  fome 
time  apprehenflve  of  a  fatal  cataftrophe ; 
while  others,  inoculated  with  the  fame  mat¬ 
ter,  and  obferving  the  fame  regimen  both 
dietetic  and  medicinal,  efcaped  with  little 
or  no  ficknefs,  and  a  flight  eruption. 
However,  to  fatisfy  the  patients,  or  their 
friends,  and  prevent  any  refledion  in 
future,  I  always  chufe  to  inoculate  from  a 
healthy  fubjed ;  with  variolous  matter  taken 
from  the  infeded  arm  of  an  inoculated 
patient,  or  from  a  puftuie  of  a  good  fort 
of  the  inoculated  or  natural  fh)all-pox,  in¬ 
differently  i 
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differently  ;  for  I  have  never  been  able  to 
difcover  the  lead  difference,  either  in  the 
immediate  or  remote  confequences,  whether 
I  ufed  the  lymph  of  an  infedted  arm,  be¬ 
fore,  at  the  time  of,  or  after,  the  eruptive 
fever ;  or  the  matter  of  a  puflule  in  the  in¬ 
oculated  or  natural  fmall-pox,  before,  at 
the  time  of,  or  after,  the  crifis. 

Neither  does  the  feverity  or  mildnefs  of 
the  fubfequent  difeafe,  depend  upon  the 
quantity  of  infection  introduced*  For  it 
appears  from  experiments  made,  that  a 
conliderable  quantity  of  variolous  matter 
conveyed  into  the  courfe  of  the  circulation* 
is  not  more  capable  of  producing  a  bad 
ipecies  of  the  difeafe,  or  a  larger  fhare  of 
puftules,  than  the  fmalleft  particle  we  can 
introduce.  However,  as  fo  fmall  a  quan¬ 
tity  takes  affedt,  there  is  no  caufe  for  intro¬ 
ducing  more,  or  for  making  a  larger  wound* 
than  is  neceffary  to  produce  the  difeafe. 

My  method  of  giving  the  infection  is  as 
follows.  Having  moiftened  the  point  of  a 
lancet  (or  as  many  as  I  have  perfons  to  in¬ 
oculate)  in  the  variolous  matter/  I  put  it 
immediately  into  the  cafe*  with  a  bit  of 

paper* 
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paper,  or  lint,  between  the  extremities  of 
the  fcales,  to  prevent  the  infedted  point 
from  touching  them.  With  this  lancet  I 
make  two  fmall  pundtures  on  the  patient's 
arm,  between  the  fhoulder  and  the  elbow  j 
palling  the  lancet  obliquely  forward  under 
the  cuticle,  and  preffing  my  finger  on  the 
point,  as  I  withdraw  it  from  the  fecond 
pundture,  to  wipe  off  the  remains  of  the 
infedtion.  On  infants,  I  feldom  make  more 
than  one  pundture.  It  is  never  neceffary  to 
draw  blood ;  and  the  fmaller  the  pundture 
is  made,  provided  care  be  taken  to  infedt 
the  very  point  of  the  lancet,  the  better  is 
the  progrefs  of  infedtion  to  be  feen.  I  have 
ufed  lancets  three  or  four  days  after  they 
had  been  dipped  in  the  variolous  matter; 
and,  firft  moiftening  the  points  with  hot 
water,  they  have  not  failed  to  communicate 
the  infedtion.  But  as  the  effedt  of  thefe  is 
not  fo  certain,  and  difappointments  in  this 
refpedt  are  difagreeable  on  feveral  accounts, 
both  to  the  operator  and  the  patient,  I  have 
not  done  this  but  in  cafes  of  neceffity.  A 
doibl  of  lint,  well  faturated  with  variolous 
infedtion,  may  likewife  be  carried  in  a  broad¬ 
mouthed  phial,  well  corked)  and  the  point 

of 
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of  the  lancet  moiftened  with  this*  at  the 
time  of  performing  the  operation. 

The  practice  of  taking  the  perfons  to  be 
inoculated,  into  the  fame  room  with  thofe 
that  are  in  the  ftage  of  maturation,  either  by 
inoculation,  or  in  the  natural  way,  and 
opening  the  puftules  in  order  to  procure 
the  infeCting  principle,  in  the  prefence  and 
in  the  light  of  the  perfons  to  be  inoculated, 
appears  to  me  to  be  extremely  hazardous, 
as  well  as  unneceflary,  With  many  patients, 
and  perhaps  with  the  majority,  it  may  be 
productive  of  no  ill  effeCts.  Yet  I  cannot 
but  think  that  all  of  them,  and  efpecially 
thofe  who  are  naturally  fearful  of  the  fmail- 
pox,  mu  ft  run  great  rifle  of  taking  the  in¬ 
fection  in  the  natural  way. 

Though  the  generality  of  patients  be  in- 
feCted  from  the  firft  inoculation,  yet  fome 
few  we  meet  with  who  do  not  take  the 
infection  until  the  operation  have  been  per- 
formed  a  fecond  or  a  third  time.  For  this 
reafon,  I  have  always  forbidden  any  inter- 
eourfe  with  infeCted  perfons  or  houfes,  until 
the  ligns  of  infection  were  evident.  Even 
then  I  have  not  been  fond  of  their  being 

in 
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in  places  ftrongly  infeded,  but  have  kept 
them  off  if  I  could,  until  the  time  the 
eruptive  fever  was  expeded.  For  though  I 
were  always  of  opinion,  that  there  could  be 
no  accumulation  of  infedion,  yet  I  have 
fometimes  been  ready  to  change  that  opinion, 
upon  the  following  appearances,  which  have 
often  occurred  to  me  in  pradice.  The 
figns  of  infedion  are  in  fome  perfons  fo 
dubious,  that  we  are  frequently  at  a  lofs  to 
determine,  feveral  days  after  the  operation 
is  performed,  whether  it  have  really  fuc- 
ceeded,  or  not.  In  thefe  cafes,  when  the 
.  patients  are  in  danger  of  taking  the  infedion 
in  the  natural  way,  I  inoculate  them  a 
fecond  time.  Thefe  perfons  generally  prove 
to  be  infeded  from  the  firft  inoculation  j 
though  fome  few  there  be,  who  do  not. 
But  even  in  thole  on  whom  it  afterwards 
appears  that  the  fxrft  infertion  had  fucceeded, 
the  Lift  pundures  (except  they  he  made  within 
thirty  or  forty  hours  of  the  appearance  of  the 
eruptive  fymptoms  *)  rife  as  well  as  the  firft  ^ 

E  (  and 
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*  The  proerefs  of  the  infedion  in  the  blood  and  . 
juices,  is  generally  denoted  by  an  equal  progrefs  of  the 
elevation  and  inflammation  of  the  infeded  part.  To 
this  general  rule,  however,  as  to  all  others,  we  meet 
with  fome  exceptions. 
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&nd  in  a  few  days  are  full  as  forward  as, 
and  proceed  through  the  fucceeding  ftages 
of  maturation  and  exarefcence,  with  the 
firfL  I  have,  in  thefe  doubtful  cafes,  per¬ 
formed  the  operation  a  fecond  time,  on  the 
third,  fourth,  fifth,  fixth,  and  eighth  days, 
after  the  firft  inoculation.  If  the  fecond 
pundtures  be  made  within  thirty  or  forty 
hours  of  the  attack  of  the  eruptive  fever, 
the  appearances  abovementioned  do  not  take 
place.  This  circumftance  at  fir  ft  made  me 
inclinable  to  think,  that  there  might  be  an 
accumulation  of  infection,  until  a  certain 
period  preceding  the  appearance  of  the  erup¬ 
tive  fymptoms.  But  upon  examining  my 
lift,  where  1  kept  a  regular  account  of  the  age, 
day  of  inoculation,  day  of  fickening,  and 
quantity  of  puftules  of  every  patient,  and 
finding  that  every  one  of  thefe  perfons  paffed 
thro5  the  diftemper  lightly,  and  that  not  one 
of  them  had  a  large  fhare  of  puftules,  I 
remained  at  a  lofs  to  account  fatisfaftorily 
for  thefe  particular  appearances  of  additional 
infedtion,  in  confequence  or  a  fecond  inocu¬ 
lation.  Thus  much,  however,  the  above 
remark  feems  to  prove, —  that  if  there  be 
an  accumulation  ol  infcdion,  it  hath  no 
power  to  aad  to  the  feverity  of  the  diftem- 

per; 
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per ;  and  therefore  juftifies  the  observation 
berore  made,  that  the  malignity  of  the 
dileafe  doth  by  no  means  depend  upon  the 
quantity  of  infedfion  introduced. 

I  have  inoculated,  likewife,  in  places 
where  the  fmall-pox  was  at  the  fame  time 
rife  in  the  natural  way.  And  among  the 
inoculated  perfons,  there  were  fome  who 
had  taken  the  infection  naturally,  before 
the  artificial  infertion.  If  the  eruptive  fever 
fucceeded  the  operation  in  a  day  or  two, 
there  was  (as  in  the  former  inftance)  no 
riling  or  inflammation  in  confequence  of 
the  pundtures.  But  if  the  inoculation  were 
performed  (as  it  was  on  two  or  three  of  thefe 
perfons)  four  or  five  days  before  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  eruptive  fymptoms,  there  were 
figns  of  infection,  and  the  inflammation  of 
the  pundtures  continued  for  feme  days,  as 
well  as  if  there  had  been  no  previous  in~ 
fedtion  in  the  natural  way.  The  hidden 
attack  of  the  eruptive  fever  (before  it  could 
be  expedted  in  confequence  of  the  inocula¬ 
tion,  and  before  the  progrefs  of  the  feeming 
infedtion  on  the  arm  indicated  any  fuch 
event),  together  with  the  feverity  of  the 
eruptive  fymptoms,  was  fure  to  denote  a 
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prior  infedion  of  this  kind.  Since  the  ob¬ 
servance  of  the  appearances  abovementioned, 

I  have,  for  obvious  reafons,  been  cautious 
of  pronouncing  thofe  perlons  to  be  infeded 
by  the  inoculation,  who  were  fufpeded  of 
having  previoufly  taken  the  infedion  in  the 
natural  way. 

Confidering  the  many  advantages  that  arife 
from  the  prefent  general  manner  of  com¬ 
municating  the  infedion,  it  is  furprifing  that 
many  operators  ftill  continue  the  old  method 
of  making  an  incifion  in,  or  cutting  off,  a 
fmall  portion  of,  the  Ikin,  and  introducing 
a  piece  of  cotton,  or  fome  other  extraneous 
fubftance,  faturated  with  variolous  matter, 
confined  by  bandage,  and  dreffed  daily  with 
ointments  and  plaifters  of  a  fuppurative  and 
digeftive  quality.  The  natural  appearance 
of  the  progrefs  of  infedion,  undifguifed  by 
the  application  of  plaifter  or  ointment,  will 
undoubtedly  enable  us,  in  many  cafes,  to 
foretel  whether  the  difeafe  will  be  favorable, 
at  what  time  we  may  exped  the  eruptive 
fever  (which  in  different  conflitutions  hap¬ 
pens  at  different  periods  of  time  from  the 
day  of  inoculation),  and  many  other  parti¬ 
culars  that  may  be  ferviceable  to  us  in  the 

progrefs 
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progrefs  of  the  difeafe.  By  the  prefect 
method  of  communicating  the  infedion, 
we  likewife  prevent  the  very  frequent  and 
troublefome  confequences  of  the  old  method 
of  performing  the  operation,  viz.  deep 
phagedaenic  ulcers  at  the  places  of  infertion ; 
which  fometimes  prove  very  tedious,  and 
difficult  of  cure. 

The  progrefs  of  infedion  is  quicker  or 
flower,  according  to  the  different  conffitu- 
tions  and  temperaments  of  the  human  body. 
In  general,  it  is  as  defcribed  by  Dr.  Dims- 
dale,  in  his  31ft  and  j2d  pages  5  and  com¬ 
monly  in  forty-eight  hours  after  the  opera¬ 
tion  is  performed,  we  are  enabled  to  pro¬ 
nounce  the  patient  infeded,  from  a  fenfible 
hardnefs,  elevation  and  inflammation,  at 
the  places  of  infertion.  But  in  feme  per- 
fons,  as  I  have  obferved  above,  page  25, 
the  progrefs  on  the  arm  is  fo  flow,  that 
even  on  the  eighth  day  1  have  been  at  a 
lots  to  determine,  whether  the  infedion  had 
aduaily  taken  place,  or  not.  Dr.  Dims- 
dale  lays,  page  35,  <£  1  have  conjiantfy 

obferved,  that  an  early  progrefs  on  the 
“  arm,  and  an  early  commencement  of  the 
46  eruptive  complaints,  portend  that  the 

£t  diftemper 
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*•  di  {temper  will  be  mild  and  favorable  j 
“  and  on  the  contrary,  where  both  are  late, 
«  the  Symptoms  are  ufually  more  irregular 
“  and  untoward.”  To  the  former  part  of 
this  obiervation,  I  have  met  with  many  ex¬ 
ceptions  :  one  or  two  of  which  I  fliall  fub- 
join,  as  they  may  poffibly  oe  ui'eful  to  you 
in  your  future  practice.  See  Caies  1.  and  IV. 
1  feek  not  for  occafion  to  invalidate  the 
teftimony  of  io  experienced  a  practitioner  > 
but  think  it  incumbent  on  me  to  obferve  to 
you,  that  the  latter  part  of  the  above  extrad 
does  not  agree  with  obfervations  carefully 
made,  as  well  upon  thofe  patients  inoculated 
by  me,  as  upon  others,  though  not  under 
my  immediate  care  and  ini'pedion,  yet  in¬ 
oculated  and  prepared  exactly  according  to 
the  method  laid  down  in  thefe  fheets.  The 
cafe  of  one  of  the  firfc  perfons  I  ever  in¬ 
oculated,  induced  me  to  make  particular 
obiervations  in  future,  on  tnefe  circum- 
ftances  of  a  flow  progrefs  on  the  aim,  and 
a  late  commencement  of  the  eruptive  fymp- 
toms.  The  figns  of  infedion  on  this 
woman’s  arm  were  fo  backward,  that  I 
could  not  abfolutely  pronounce  her  infeded 
’till  the  fixth  or  feventh  day  from  the  in¬ 
oculation.  She  had  no  fymptoms  of  the 

eruptive 


[  3-  J 

eruptive  fever  until  the  evening  of  the 
eleventh  day  ;  when  fhe  complained  of  a 
coldnefs,  flight  fhiverings,  and  pain  in  her 
back.  Thefe  fymptoms  continued  for  a 
few  hours ;  and  were  fucceeded  in  a  day  or 
two  by  an  eruption  of  three  or  four  puftules 
only.  Many  cafes  of  the  like  kind  have 
occurred  to  me  $  fome  of  which  I  fliall 
hereafter  tranfcribe.  See  Cafes  V.  VI. 
and  VII.  Upon  examining  my  lift,  I  find 
that  thofe  who  have  had  the  greateft  num¬ 
ber  of  puftules,  are  fuch  with  whom  both 
the  progrels  on  the  arm,  and  the  fever  of 
eruption,  have  been  rather  early  than  late 
the  eruptive  fymptoms  commencing  on  the 
fixth  and  feventh,  and  with  none  of  them 
later  than  on  the  eighth  day  after  the  in¬ 
oculation.  And  fo  true  is  it  that  thofe  on 

...  a 

whom  the  progrefs  of  infection  has  been 
flow,  and  whole  arms  have  been  fo  very 
backward  that  it  was  difficult  to  determine 
whether  they  were  infedled  on  the  fourth, 
fifth,  fixth,  feventh,  and  eighth  days,  have 
efcaped  lightly,  and  with  little  or  no  erup¬ 
tion  ;  that  amone  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  perions,  inoculated  from  June  1768,  to 
June  1769,  (at  which  time  the  account  was 
regularly  and  exadtly  kept),  I  find  only  one 

in  fiance 
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inftance  to  the  contrary.  And  this  patient 
I  know  to  have  been  very  irregular  in  her 
diet,  particularly  juft  before  the  attack  oi 
the  eruptive  fever.  This  cafe,  which  I  take 
to  be  much  akin  to  the  fifteenth,  fixteenth, 
feventeenth  (excluding  the  peripneumomc 
diforder),  and  eighteenth  of  Dr.  Dimsdale, 
is  the  eighth  of  thofe  fubjoined  at  the  end 
nf  th'S  letter.  I  would  obferve  here,  how- 
evetthat  in  all  cafes  of  a  flow  progrefs 
-of  infection,  and  efpecially  in  athletic,  cor¬ 
pulent,  and  grofs  habits,  I  have  given  one 
or  two  dofes  extraordinary,  of  the  No.  4, 
or  r. ;  and  a  gentle  purgative,  if  neceflary. 
I  have  faid  thus  much  (the  refult  01  expe¬ 
rience  andobfervation),  to  prevent  you  from 
-making  an  hafty  unfavorable  prognoitic, 

.  upon  the  cafes  in  quefuon. 

The  extraordinary  cooling  and  extin- 

guifhing  method  puriued  in  the  eruptive 

fevpr  in  the  prefent  improved  ftate  ot  in- 

:  oculation,  is  fo  oppofite  to  the  means  here- 

•tofore  ufed,  that  many  practitioners  in  tne 

old  way  come  into  it  with  difficulty.  To 

compel  the  patients,  (  1  fpeak  now  of  thole 

with  whom  the  eruptive  fymptoms  are 

fevere),  to  keep  themfelves  out  in  the  open 

air, 
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$ir,  and  to  drink  of  cold  water,  even  in  the? 
winter-feafbn  3  and  to  hinder  them  (hardly 
able  to  ftand  without  alliftance)  from  taking 
to  their  beds,  or  even  from  fitting  by  a 
good  comfortable  fire  3  is  a  method  of 
treatment  by  many  thought  too  fevere.  But 
if  they  will  take  the  trouble  to  compare 
any  number  of  patients  treated  in  this  man¬ 
ner,  with  an  equal  number  that  have  been 
managed  after  the  contrary  method,  they 
will  foon  be  convinced  of  the  good  effeds 
of  the  modern  pradice;  and  will  be  in¬ 
duced  to  think  with  Dr*  Dimsdale,  cc  that 
£c  inftead  of  fuppofing  the  fever  in  the  fin  alt 
(C  pox  to  be  the  inftrument  employed  by 
<c  nature  to  fubdue  and  expel  the  variolous 
lt  poifon,  we  fhould  rather  confider  it  as 
C£  her  greateft  enemy  3  which,  if  not  vigor- 
“  oufly  reftrained,  is  apt  to  produce  much 
*c  danger :  and  that  all  fuch  means  fhould 
cc  be  ufed  as  are  moil  likely  to  controul 
<c  its  violence,  and  extinguifh  the  too  great 
sc  fervor  of  the  blood.”  And  it  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  matter  of  fad,  that  every  external 
or  internal  remedy  that  tends  to  fubdue  the 
fever,  will  prevent  and  lellen  the  number 
of  eruptions.  On  the  contrary,  whatever 
tends  to  increafe  the  fever,  whether  out- 
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Wardly  applied,  <  or  inwardly  adminiftrecf, 
will  augment  the  number  of  puitules,  and 
Confequently  the  danger. 

When  I  firft  began  the  practice  of  in¬ 
oculation,  I  was  frequently  diftreffed  for 
Ibme  powerful  and  efficacious  remedy  to 
aaminifter  when  the  eruptive  fymptoms 
were  fevere,  the  fever  high,  and  there  wras 
a  profpedt  of  a  plentiful  eruption.  The 
remedies  recommended  for  this  purpofe  by 
Dr.  Dimsdale,  in  his  33d  page,  did  not 
in  many  cafes  give  fufficient  and  timely 
relief.  After  a  trial  of  various  mercurial, 
antimonial,  and  purgative  medicines,  I  am 
bold  to  recommend  the  following  to  you, 
as  a  remedy,  than  which  a  better  is  not  to 
be  found,  for  the  purpofes  hereafter  men¬ 
tioned.  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  ever 
given  it  without  a  good  effedt,  and  feldom 
without  a  fpeedy  relief  of  the  preffing  com¬ 
plaints  for  which  it  was  given.  The  form 
which  I  generally  ufe,  is  as  follows. 

R  Merc .  Dulcis 

Tart.  Emetic .  a  5 j. 

Ter  ant  ur  fimul  in  mortario  marmoreo . 
In  pulverem  fubtilijfimum  redaliis , 
x  faulatim  infpergantury 


Antim. 
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Antim .  Diaph ♦  Nitrat.  Pulv.  jij. 


His  bene  admiftis ,  addatur  Sap.  Vend* 

q,  f  ut  fiat  majfia ,  formentur 

pilule  triginta. 

If  the  fever  of  eruption  runs  high  3  if  the 
pains  (of  the  loins  particularly)  be  violent  3 
or,  if  there  be  a  feeming  load  upon  the 
ftomach,  with  ficknefs  and  retching  to  vomit; 
I  give  (to  an  adult)  one  of  thefe  pills,  and 
repeat  it,  if  there  be  occafion,  in  fix,  twelve, 
twenty-four,  or  forty-eight  hours,  according 
to  the  relief  obtained  by  the  firft,  and  its 
manner  of  operation.  If  there  be  any  foul- 
nefs  of  the  ftomach  or  primae  viae,  it  gene¬ 
rally  operates  by  vomit  or  by  ftool,  and  fre¬ 
quently  by  both.  If  taken  going  to  bed, 
or  in  the  night,  it  fometimes  operates  by 
fweat.  At  other  times,  though  it  have  no 
fenfible  operation,  yet  is  the  patient  greatly 
relieved.  When  it  operates  by  vomit,  I 
order  the  operation  to  be  promoted  by 
draughts  of  tepid  water,  or  a  weak  infufion 
of  chamomile  flowers  or  common  teas.  I 
remember  to  have  given  five  of  thefe  pills 
to  one  of  my  patients,  a  youth  thirteen 
years  of  age,  with  whom  the  eruptive  fymp- 
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toms  were  pretty  fevere  for  three  or  four 
days.  The  firft  pill  vomited  him,  and 
brought  up  a  quantity  of  bileous  phlegm ; 
the  fecond  purged  him  5  the  third  had  no 
fenfibje  operation  the  fourth  fweated  him  * 
and  on  the  fourth  day  of  the  eruptive  fever, 
thinking  his  fever  was  increafing,  he  took 
a  fifth,  which  purged  him  twice.  He  was 
from  this  time  free  from  complaints ;  had 
about  thirty  fine  puftules,  and  is  now  in 
perfed  health.  However,  one  or  two  of 
thefe  pills  generally  prove  fufficient :  and  it 
is  to  be  obferved,  that  with  the  majority  of 
inoculated  patients,  the  eruptive  fymptoms 
are  lo  mild  and  favorable,  that  the  ufe  of 
thefe  pills  is  not  neceflary ;  and  that  they  are 
to  be  given  only  under  the  circum fiances 
abovementioned,  when  the  eruptive  lymp-> 
toms  are  fevere.  For  there  may  be  pains 
of  the  loins,  ficknefs  at  ftomach,  &c.  from 
weakneis  and  lownefs,  after  the  termination 
of  the  eruptive  fever ;  in  which  cafe  thefe 
pills  may  be  extremely  prejudicial,  Tq 
children,  and  other  perfons,  to  whom  the 
form  of  pills  is  inconvenient,  this  medicine 
may  be  given  in  powder,  (omitting  the  foap 
in  the  preceding  formula,  and  in  its  Head 
adding  two  drams  of  the  Pulvis  e  Chelis 

compo- 
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compolitus),  mixed  up  with  a  little  jelly, 
honey,  or  other  convenient  vehicle  $  regu¬ 
lating  the  dole  according  to  the  age  and 
firength  of  the  patient.  It  may  like  wife 
be  prepared  with  a  leflfer  quantity  of  ca-* 
lomel,  or  with  any  other  mercurial  prepa¬ 
ration,  if  the  particular  circumftances  of  the 
patient  require  it.  A  few  grains  of  the 
powder  may,  in  urgent  cafes,  be  fafely 
given  to  young  children  at  the  breaft. 
During  the  operation  of  this  medicine,  the 
patient  is  to  refrain  from  cold  water,  and 
the  open  air  likewife,  if  it  be  rough  or  wet 
weather.  Afterwards,  he  is  to  return  toihis 
airy  walks,  his  water,  &c.  If  particular 
circumftanees  forbid  the  ufe  of  medicines, 
which  fometimes  operate  by  vomit,  inftead 
of  the  former  medicine,  I  give  the  Pil.  Cocc. 
with  calomel ;  or,  if  a  milder  medicine  be 
required,  a  dofe  of  the  powder  No.  4,  or 
No.  5,  and  any  of  the  gentle  purgatives 
in  common  ufe,  three  or  four  hours  after, 

\  w  i. 

I  have  experienced  great  advantages, 
likewife,  from  the  ufe  of  the  following 
liquor,  or  punch,  when  the  fever  of  erup^ 
$ion  runs  high. 


R  Crenu 
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R,  Crew.  Tart.  3\j. 

Jq.  Font .  Bullient .  feij. 

£/>/.  Vitriol  Ten .  gutt.  60 
Sac chari  Rubri  vel  q.  f.  ad 
tollendam  aufleritatem . 

A  quarter  of  a  pint  of  this  liquor  drank 
cool  every  two  or  three  hours,  will  be  very 
ferviceable  in  lowering  the  fever*  It  is  not 
to  be  taken  during  the  operation  of  the 
extinguishing  pills,  or  other  emetic  or 
cathartic  medicine. 

By  a  proper  obfervance  of  the  method 
and  medicines  above  recommended,  all 
troublefome  fymptoms  are  for  the  mod 
part  prevented.  The  number  of  puftules 
is  generally  inconliderable,  and  hardly  ever 
fo  great  as  to  confine  the  patient.  As  foon 
as  thofe  on  the  upper  part  of  the  body 
(if  any  there  be)  begin  to  fill,  I  allow  the 
generality  of  my  patients  a  diet  fomething 
more  generous  than  that  to  which  they 
are  ftri&ly  confined  ’till  this  time.  This 
frequently  occafions  a  trifling  addition  to 
the  number  of  pocks  on  the  extremities; 
which  removes  the  apprehenfigns  fome  per- 
fons  are  apt  to  entertain,  of  ill  confequences 

from 
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from  the  cooling  and  repelling  methods 
before  ufed;  and  fuperfedes  the  neceffity 
of  frequent  purges  after  the  ftage  of  exaref- 
cence,  in  the  inoculated  fmall-pox. 

In  what  has  been  faid  above,  of  the 
method  of  treatment  in  the  eruptive  fever, 
fome  allowance  is  to  be  made  for  the 
management  of  weakly  perfons  and  tender 
children. 

The  caution  given  by  Dr.  Dimsdale, 
page  40,  in  regard  to  the  return  of  the  pa¬ 
tients  to  their  ufual  diet,  is  extremely  ne- 
ceffary.  A  negledt  of  this  caution  may  be 
attended  with  bad  effe&s.  An  inftance  of 
this  I  fhall  hereafter  give.  See  Cafe  IX, 

Among  other  anomalous  fymptoms  and 
appearances,  enumerated  by  Dr.  Dims- 
dale,  in  the  43d  and  following  pages,  is 
the  eryfipelatous  effiorefcence,  or  raflh  $ 
which  is  fometimes  thrown  to  the  fur- 
face  of  the  body  by  the  preparatory  me¬ 
dicines,  but  is  more  frequently  a  concomi¬ 
tant  fymptom  of  the  eruption,  efpecially  in 
children,  and  I  think  I  have  never  found 
it  an  unfavorable  one  >  not  one  of  thofe 

who 
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who  had  a  rafh  about  the  termination  of 
the  eruptive  fever,  having  had  a  plentiful 
eruption  *.  It  ieldorn  proves  troublefome : 
and  by  confining  the  patient  within  doors, 
directing  a  plentiful  ufe  of  warm  diluting 
liquors,  and  a  gentle  laxative,  if  he  be 
coftive,  it  generally  difappears  in  two  or 
three  days. 

I  have  had  many  patients  who  palled 
over  the  difeafe  in  the  irregular  manner  de- 
fcribed  by  the  Dodtor,  pages  47,  48,  and  49. 
But  two  inftances  have  occurred  to  me,  in 
which,  after  irregular  fymptoms  and  ap¬ 
pearances  of  this  kind,  the  patients  have 
taken  infe&ion  from  a  fecond  inoculation, 
and  palled  through  the  feveral  fucceeding 
ftages  in  the  fame  manner  as  if  the  firft  in¬ 
oculation  had  never  been  performed.  I 
fhall  annex  thefe  two  cafes  -p,  (in  which 
1  have  defcribed  the  fymptoms  and  ap¬ 
pearances,  confequent  of  the  firft  and  fecond 

inoculations,  with  the  utmoft  exaflnels), 

in 

*  I  have  met  with  only  one  inllance  of  an  ap¬ 
pearance  of  this  kind,  that  was  in  any  refpe£t  alarm- 
irw  This  was  on  a  child  of  a  remarkable  ill  habit, 
four- days  after  the  inoculation.  See  Cafe  X. 

•f  See  Cafes  XL  and  XII, 
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111  order  that  you  may  form  a  proper  judg¬ 
ment  thereon,  and  be  fully  convinced  of 
the  expediency  of  performing  the  operation 
a  fecond  time,  on  all  luch  as  appear  to  pafs 
over  the  difeafe  in  the  very  flight  manner 
defcribed  by  Dr.  Dim  shale,  in  the  pages 
above  referred  to ;  fince  a  negleCt  in  this 
particular,  may  be  productive  of  confe- 
quences  fatal  to  the  patient,  and  very  dis¬ 
agreeable  to  the  inoculator. 

I  have  met  with  only  one  cafe  that  bears 
any  refemblance  to  thofe  defcribed  by  the 
DoCtor,  in  his  51ft  and  5 2d  pages  3  and 
this  you  will  find  to  be  the  eighth  of  thofe  I 
Shall  give  at  the  end  of  this  letter,  by  way 
of  illuftrating  and  confirming  what  has  been 
advanced  in  the  foregoing  pages. 

Thofe  old  women  and  nurfes,  to  whom 
the  care  of  perfons  in  the  fmall-pox,  is 
(too  often  for  the  welfare  of  the  unhappy 
patients),  intruded  in  country  places,  are  fo 
obftinately  prejudiced  againft  the  cooling  and 
extinguifhing  methods  us’d  in  the  erup¬ 
tive  fever,  in  the  prefent  praftice  of  inocu¬ 
lation,  that  you  will  fometimes  meet  with 
the  greateft  difficulty  to  make  the  patients 

Q  per- 


[  42  ] 

perfevere,  in  keeping  themfelves  in  the  open 
air,  and  in  following  fuch  other  diredions 
as  are  given  them  for  their  management  in 
the  eruptive  fever.  Thefe  officious  perfons, 
by  their  prefcription  of  a  cordial  or  a  good 
comfortable  cup,  to  drive  them  out  as  they 
call  it,  {hall  caufe  you  more  trouble  and 
uneafinefs  with  one  that  follows  their  advice, 
than  you  will  have  with  fifty  others  who 
adhere  to  the  diredions  you  give  them. 
And  it  is  but  too  often,  that  a  patient  la¬ 
bouring  under  violent  pain,  or  the  feverity 
of  a  rigor,  is  prevailed  upon  by  thefe  igno¬ 
rant  perfons,  to  do  what  he  forely  repents 
of  in  a  few  days.  For  this  reafon,  I  am 
always  cautious  how  I  fuffer  a  fmal  1-pox 
nurfe  to  be  attendant  on  thofe  that  are  in¬ 
oculated  by  me ;  being  well  convinced,  that 
their  gcoa  things  are  by  no  means  con¬ 
venient  tor  my  patients,  but  are  likely  to  be 
productive  of  worfe  confequences  than  thofe 
which  they  are  given  to  prevent.  In  fad, 
the  ill  effeds  that  are  faid  to  be  infeperabie 
from  the  cooling  and  extinguifhing  methods 
now  ufed  in  the  eruptive  lever,  ex  ft  only 
in  imagination , —  at  lcaft  with  reiped  to 
thofe  whom  i  have  inoculated  :  lor  1  can 
with  truth  declare,  that  none  of  my  patients 

have 
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have  fuffered  any  permanent  ill  effedt ;  not 
have  I  met  with  a  lingle  inftance  even  of  a 
boil,  or  thole  frequent  confequences  of  the 
natural  fmall-pox,  opthalmics,  and  cuticular 
defcedations.  On  the  contrary,  many  of  my 
patients  have  received  great  benefit  from 
the  regimen  and  medicines ;  and  are  free 
from  complaints  to  which  they  had  been 
fubjedt  lor  many  years. 

The  vulgar  notion,  that  the  pocks  are 
retained  in  the  habit  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
patient’s  future  health,  by  means  of  cold 
air,  cold  water,  evacuations,  &c.  in  the 
eruptive  fever,  is  in  itfelf  exceedingly  abfurd. 
If  the  matter  be  attentively  confidered,  it  is 
plain,  that  the  eruptive  fever  is  the  chief 
inftrument  in  affimilatin^  the  fluids  of  the 
human  body  into  the  nature  of  the  variolous 
virus  >  and  that  at  the  firfi:  appearance  of 
the  eruptive  fymptoms,  when  the  variolous 
matter  has  made  no  farther  progrefs  in  the 
aflimilation  of  the  blood  and  juices,  than 
to  ftimulate  the  nervous  parts  into  ftron^ef 
and  more  frequent  contractions,  by  this 
means  increafing  the  momentum  of  the 
blood’s  motion,  and  thus  exciting  a  fever  $ 
I  fay,  it  is  plain,  that  at  this  time,  the  matter 

G  z  con- 
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Conftituting  the  pocks,  and  which  they  fear 
will  by  the  cooling  extinguishing  method 
be  driven  back  and  retained  in  the  habit* 
is  not  exiffmg ;  but  is  afterwards  produced 
by  the  reciprocal  aCtion  and  reaction  of  the 
fhmulating  principle  and  the  fibres  of  the 
human  body :  and  we  know  by  experience, 
that  every  thing  that  increafes  this  Stimulus, 
and  the  impetus  of  the  blood's  motion, 
adds  to  the  malignity  of  the  difeafe.  Hence, 
in  order  to  prevent  fevere  Symptoms,  and 
a  large  (hare  of  puftules,  reafon  indicates 
(and  experience  has  confirmed  the  utility 
and  Safety  of )  Such  remedies  as  obftruCt 
the  affimilation  of  the  variolous  matter, 
and  check  the  violence  of  the  fever.  That 
the  extinguishing  method  may  be  carried 
too  far,  I  do  not  deny.  This,  in  common 
with  other  benefits,  may  be  abufed.  And 
Some  inftances  might  be  produced,  of  good 
constitutions  impaired,  by  rafh  practitioners, 
through  exceflive  purging  in  the  eruptive 
fever.  But  thefe  particular  abufes  do  not 
invalidate  the  propriety  of  the  general 
practice  judicioufly  purlued. 

The  inflammations,  tumors,  abfcefles, 
.exulcerations,  and  defcdations  of  the  fkin, 

that 
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that  fo  frequently  follow  the  natural  fmalk 
pox,  are  to  be  confidered  for  the  moft  part, 
as  the  confequences  of  acrimony  and  ob- 
ftrudtion  in  the  glandular  fyftem  and  fmali 
veffels,  by  the  remains  of  an  acrimonious 
variolous  matter.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that 
thofe  who  are  moft  fubjedt  to  diforders  of 
this  kind  after  the  natural  fmall-pox,  are 
(casteris  paribus)  fuch  as  have  the  diftemper 
in  the  fevereft  manner.  If,  in  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  inoculated  patients  after  the  turn 
of  the  pocks,  a  proper  regard  were  paid  to 
this  obfervation,  I  am  perfuaded  that  the 
operator  might  very  well  leffen  the  number 
of  dofes  of  purging  phyfic  ufually  given. 
If  the  puftules  be  few  in  number,  I  never* 
give  more  than  two  mild  purges  after  the 
ftage  of  exarefcence.  And  if  we  confider 
how  low  the  patients  are  reduced,  by  the 
preparatory  medicines  and  diet,  and  by  the 
eruptive  iymptoms  (which  with  fome  are 
pretty  ievere  tor  two  or  three  days),  we 
need  not  be  furprifed,  that  the  addition  of 
three  or  tour  ftrong  purges  fhould  feme- 
times  be  attended  with  difagreeable  effects. 
Inftances  may  occur,  no  doubt,  where  four 
or  more  purges,  in  the  fpace  of  a  fortnight 
or  three  weeks,  may  be  given  with  pro¬ 
priety. 
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priety,  In  cafe  of  a  large  fhare  of  puftulesv 
where  a  confiderable  quantity  of  the  variolous* 
matter  mu  ft  neceffariiy  be  abforbed,  and, 
if  not  carried  off  by  iome  of  the  exeretuties* 
of  the  body,  be  produftive  of  dlleafe  in 
the  internal  or  external  parts,  they  are  ab- 
folutely  neceffary.  But  for  the  generality 
of  inoculated  patients,  two  gentle  purges 
after  the  ftage  of  exarefcence  will  be  fuffi- 
cient  j  and  the  practice  of  others  has  con¬ 
vinced  me,  that  more  than  thefe  are  fre¬ 
quently  prejudicial,  efpecially  if  the  dofes  be 
repeated  too  quick  upon  each  other. 

The  opportunities  I  have  had  of  treating 
perfons  in  the  natural  fmal  1-pox,  after  the 
method  above  defcribed  for  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  inoculated  patients,  are  but  few* 
Thefe  few,  however,  are  fufficient  to  con¬ 
vince  me,  that  the  advantages  to  be  reaped 
from  iuch  a  method  of  practice  in  the  na¬ 
tural  fmall-pox,  are  very  great.  The  ex- 
tinguifhing  pills,  page  35,  I  have  found 
to  be  of  great  fervicein  the  eruptive  ftage 
through  their  operation  by  vomit,  ftool,  or 
fweat,  abating  the  violence  of  the  fymp- 

toms. 


*  See  Cafes  XIII.  and  XIV. 
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lams,  and  retarding  the  eruption  ;  which 
laft,  how  dangerous  foever  it  may  here¬ 
tofore  have  been  thought,  and  how  oppoiite 
foever  to  the  practice  of  both  ancient  and 
modern  phyficians,  experience  now  proves 
to  be  not  only  fafe,  but  extremely  falutary. 
I  therefore  prepare  a  perlon  for  the  natural 
fmail-pox,  and  treat  him  in  the  eruptive 
fever,  in  the  fame  manner  as  for  the  in¬ 
oculated.  If  called  to  a  perfon  Sickening 
in  the  natural  way,  without  any  previous 
preparation, —  I  immediately  have  recourfe 
to  the  extinguishing  pills  ;  and  if  thefe  fail 
to  operate  by  ftpol,  1  give  a  pretty  Smart 
mercurial  purgative. 

You  will  find  it  to  be  Hr.  Dimsdalf/s 
opinion,  page  83,  that  the  amazing  fuccefs 
that  has  attended  the  prefent  improved  Slate 
of  inoculation,  is  owing  in  great  meafure, 
to  the  method  of  inoculating  with  recent 
fluid,  matter.  1  have  obierved  to  you  in  the 
former  part  01  this  letter,  that  1  have  ufed 
lancets  three  or  four  days  after  they  had 
been  moiftened  with  the  variolous  matter  $ 
and  that  I  have  inoculated  with  the  clear 
fluid  taken  from  the  infedted  arm  of  an  in¬ 
oculated  patient,  before,  at  the  time  of, 

and 
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and  after  the  eruptive  fever ;  and  with  the 
matter  of  a  puftule,  taken  from  the  in¬ 
oculated  or  natural  fmall-pox,  indifferently, 
before,  at  the  time  of,  and  after  the  crifis : 
and  I  have  never  been  able  to  difcover, 
that  the  benignity  or  malignity  of  the  difeafe 
does  in  any  wife  depend  either  upon  the 
recency  or  JialeneJs ,  the  quantity  or  the 
quality,  of  the  infecting  principle.  It  feems 
to  me,  therefore,  that  the  extraordinary 
fuccefs  that  attends  the  prefent  practice  of 
inoculation,  is  to  be  attributed,  conjointly, 
to  the  mercurial  preparation,  —  to  the  mild, 
low,  poor  diet, —  and  to  the  cold  air,  and 
extinguifhing  remedies  adminiftred  in  the 
eruptive  fever. 

The  foregoing  pages,  fir,  contain  every 
thing  effential  that  at  prefent  occurs  to  one 
upon  the  fubietft  before  us.  I  look  upon 
the  improvements  of  late  years  made  in  the 
pra&ice  of  inoculation,  to  be  an  ineftimable 
blefTmg  to  mankind ;  myriads  of  whom  will 
in  all  probability  have  received  a  prolonga¬ 
tion  of  life,  by  means  of  this  falutary  art. 
Of  many  hundred  patients,  irom  thirty- 
two  days  to  feventy  yeais  of  age,  whom  I 

have 
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have  treated  after  the  method  laid  down  in 
thefe  iheets,  not  one  has  died  either  in  the 
imall-pox,  or  in  any  other  difeafe  that 
could  poflibiy  be  attributed  to  inoculation. 
I  fmcereiy  with,  that  in  this  important 
branch  of  our  profeflion,  you  may  be 
equally  fuccefsful  and  am. 


S  IR, 


Yours,  he* 


Brlflol \ 

September  26,  1771  # 


JOHN  BLAKE, 
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CASES 

I  N 

I 

INOCULATION, 


CASE  I. 

GA,  a  fucking  infant,  fix  weeks  old-s 
•  was  inoculated  on  the  fame  day 
with  his  mother.  The  progrefs  of  infection 
on  the  arm  of  this  infant,  was  quick  $  and 
on  the  fixth  day,  inclufive,  he  fickened. 
The  eruptive  fever  ran  pretty  high;  attended 
with  convulfive  fits,  fo  frequent,  and  of 
fuch  long  duration,  that  I  almoft  defpaired 
of  the  child’s  life.  By  means  of  antifpaf- 
modics  internallj  given,  and  the  ufe  of  a 
warm  pediluvium,  they  became  lefs  fre¬ 
quent  ;  and  upon  the  appearance  of  a  pretty 
plentiful  eruption,  entirely  left  him.  The 

H  2  puftules 
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puftuks  advanced  properly  to  maturation, 
and  the  child  palled  with  little  trouble  thro 
the  difeafe. 


►  > 


* .  - 


CASE  II. 

,  S  > 


CP.  a  fucking  child  five  months  old,  was 
*  inoculated  inhume  1769.  The  ligns 
of  infection  were  evident  in  forty-eight 
hours  after  the  operation  was  performed. 
But  from  this  time  the  progrefs  on  the  arm 
was  flow.  On  the  morning  of  the  fixth  day* 
including  that  of  the  operation,  fymptoms 
of  a  flight  cold  appended  ilpon  the  child, 
viz.  a  defluxion  on  its  eyes  and  nofe? 
fheezing,  &e. ;  and  on  the  fevehek  day,  a 
hoarfenefs  and  moift  cough.  On  the  eighth 
and  ninth  days,  the  cough  continued  much 
in  the  fame  flate  >  nor  did  it  appear  fuffi- 
ciently  troublefome  to  require  medicinal 
affiftanee.  On  the  ninth  day,  fymptoms  of 
the  eruptive  fever  were  perceived.  On  the 
afternoon  of  the  tenth  day,  I  found  that  fhe 
had  been  very  reftlels  and  troublefome,  with 
a  pretty  high  fever,  and  an  increafe  of  the 
cough.  She  was  then  temperate,  and  he/ 
pulfe  not  quick.  A  florid  effiorefcencey  as 
is  ufual  at  the  termination  of  the  eruptive 


fever* 
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fever,  began  to  be  formed  round  the  plac p, 
of  infertion,  and  a  large  pock  appeared 
about  an  inch  from  the  pun&ure.  Upon 
thele  appearances,  I  pronounced  the  erup¬ 
tive  fymptoms  to  be  pretty  well  at  an  end; 
and  directed  two  tea-fpoonfuls  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  medicine  to  be  given  frequently  for 
the  cough  and  hoarienefs# 

R.  Ol.Amygd.  dulcium 

Mellis  clarificat. 

Syr .  Vio'lar .  a  $fs. 

Vin.  alb. 

Spt.  Sulph.  pi  Campanatii  S.  ad  gra« 
tarn  aciditatcm.  M.fiat  Lindfus . 

On  the  morning  of  the  eleventh  day,  I 
was  defired  to  -vifk  her  in  hafte.  I  found 
that  £he  had  palled  a  very  reftlefs  night, 
with  a  ftrong  fever,  and  aimed  perpetual 
crying.  Her  pulfe  was  then  very  quick  5 
and  fhe  laboured  under  fo  great  an  oppref- 
fion,  from  a  collodion  of  vifeid  phlegm  in 
the  ramifications  of  the  bronchus,  that  her 
refpiration  was  almoft  as  fhort  and  as  quick 
as  her  pulfe.  A  biibering  plaider  was  ap¬ 
plied  between  her  (boulders ;  and  a  final! 
lable-fpoonful  of  .the  following  mixture; 

was 
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was  direded  to  be  given  her  every  three 
hours. 

R*  Sal.  Vol  C  C. 

■ — ■ — .  /iljynth.  a  3/\ 

Succ.  Limon .  Xj. 

Sperm.  Cell  (vitello  ovi  fubaBi)  §iji 
Syr.  Simplicis.  yfs. 

Spt.  Vol.  Arom. 

—  Nitr.  Duhis.  a  gutt.  xvl 
Aq.  N .  M.  $iij. 

— - Pulegii  S.  y/s. 

M. 

In  the  fir  ft  dofe  of  this  medicine  were 
given  ten  drops  of  Huxham’s  eftence  of  an¬ 
timony  ;  which  made  her  puke  once,  and 
brought  up  a  quantity  of  vifeid  phlegm* 
The  fame  number  of  drops  was  given  with 
the  fecond  dofe ;  which  operated  two  or 
three  times  by  vomit,  and  difcharged  more 
phlegm.  Two  hours  after  the  latter  dofe,  the 
child  appearing  to  be  but  little  relieved,  and 
ftill  in  danger  of  fuffocation  from  the  great 
quantity  of  vifeid  phlegm  in  the  branches 
©f  the  bronchus,  a  powder  was  given  her, 
containing  Merc.  Dulcis  &  Tart.  Emetici* 
a  gn  jfs.  this,  in  the  fpace  of  two  hours* 

vomited 
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vomited  her  gently  feveral  times,  and  purged 
her  twice  or  thrice.  Great  quantities  of 
phlegm  were  difcharged  by  vomit  5  and 
Ibrne  like  wife  by  ftooh  Her  refpiration  be¬ 
came  much  more  free  ;  and  her  fever  abated 
confiderably.  The  ufe  of  the  volatile  laline 
mixture  was  continued;  and  on  the  thirteenth 
day  from  the  inoculation  of  the  fmall-pox, 
the  child  was  entirely  free  from  fever? 
breathed  quite  eafy,  and  coughed  very  little. 
On  the  fourteenth  day,  the  cough  was  again 
increafed  ;  and  confiderable  quantities  of 
vifcid  phlegm  were  thrown  up  in  the  fits 
of  coughing.  On  the  morning  of  the  fif¬ 
teenth  day,  after  a  quantity  of  phlegm  had 
been  thrown  up  by  a  violent  fit  or  coughing, 
which  lafted  (with  fhort  intervals)  almoft 
an  hour,  a  powder  was  given  her,  containing 
Merc.  Dulcis  &  Tart.  Emetici,  a  gr.  ij.  This 
did  not  operate  by  vomit,  but  purged  her 
twice,  and  brought  off  a  large  quantity  of 
vifcid  phlegm.  From  this  time  the  child 
mended  daily,  and  loon  perfectly  recovered* 
This  infant  had  only  one  pock;  nor  did 
this  eyer  proceed  to  maturation. 

CASE 


[  56  1 

t--  4  * 

*•  *►  ««■  • 

r  *  ,  ,  ’  , .  ^  ...  ■ 

CASE  III. 

4  i  w  . ;  •  4  V  - 

WM.  .aged,  fijity-fix,  very  healthy 
.  and  of  a  thin  habit,  was  in¬ 
oculated  in  May  1769,  together  with  his 
■wife  and  Ion;  the  former  fifty-five  years 
<pf  age,  exceflively  corpulent,  and  fub- 
ledl  for  many  years  to  an  afthtna,  and 
fainting  fits  attended  with  cold  fweats; 
the  latter  a  youth  of  feventeen  years,  who 
had  taken  difguft  two  days  before,  at  a 
perfon  who  had  the  fmall-pox  full  upon 
the  face,  Three  days  after  the  operation, 
the  fisjns  of  infedtion  on  the  old  man  s 
arm  were  very  doubtful.  But  on  the  fixth 
day  inclufive,  they  were  fo  far  advanced, 
that  I  gave  him  directions  for  his  manage¬ 
ment  in  the  eruptive-ftage,  imagining  it 
would  commence  on  that  day.  Upon 
yifiting  hifn  two  days  after,  and.  infpedting 
his  arm,  1  perceived  by  the  florid  eflloref- 
cencies  furrounding  the  places  of  inlertion, 
{hat  he  would  have  no  farther  illnefs  in 
confequence  of  the  inoculation.  I  found 
that  his  head  had  been  a  little  giddy,  and 
that  he  had  felt  fome  flight  fliooting  pains 
in  his  thighs,  on  the  latter  part  of  the  day 
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on  which  I  laft  faw  him*  He  had  not  a 
fingle  puftule.  The  eryfipelatous  efflo- 
refcence  on  his  arm  began  to  grow  dulky 
on  the  eleventh  day,  and  totally  difappeared 
on  the  fourteenth ;  leaving  two  thin  fcales 
at  the  places  of  Infertion.  The  old  woman, 
his  wife,  fickened  on  the  ninth  day;  and 
had  a  favorable  eruption  of  about  an 
hundred  and  fifty  pufiules.  Their  fon 
fickened  on  the  eighth  day,  and  had  about 
thirty  puftules. 

CASE  IV. 

IN  the  latter  end  of  April,  thirty  per- 
Tons  were  inoculated ;  and  among  thefe 
were  a  fucking  child  feven  weeks  old ;  and 
his  mother.  The  progrefs  of  infeflion  on 
the  arm  of  this  infant,  was  quick  $  which 
made  me  hope  that  the  eruption  would  be 
moderate.  On  the  morning  of  the  fixth 
day  inclufive,  two  pocks  appeared  j  twenty- 
four  hours  after  there  were  feveral  Icores : 
and  at  the  end  of  the  ninth  day,  there  was 
a  pretty  plentiful  eruption.  The  child  had 
no  feverifhnefs,  reftlefsnefs,  or  eruptive 
fyrnptoms  of  any  kind,  preceding  the  ap- 

I  pearance 
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pearance  of  the  eruptions.  During  the  ftage 
of  maturation,  gentle  anodynes  were  pre- 
fcribed,  to  be  given  towards  night  particu¬ 
larly  :  and  on  the  fifteenth  day  from  the  in¬ 
oculation,  the  puftules  were  perfedly  dry, 
from  head  to  foot.  This  infant’s  filler, 
four  years  of  age,  fickened  the  firlt  of 
eight  others  in  the  fame  houle,  had  more 
fevere  fymptoms  in  the  eruptive  llage,  and 
a  greater  number  of  eruptions  than  all  the 
reft  put  together.  A  young  man,  inoculated 
on  tire  fame  day  with  thefe,  fickened  on 
the  fixth  day  inclufive.  The  eruptive  fymp¬ 
toms  were  very  fevere,  and  continued  four 
days.  A  pretty  plentiful  eruption  fuc- 
ceedcd.  The  inflammation  furrounding  the 
punctures  on  the  arms  of  the  two  firft 
perfons  I  ever  inoculated,  was  greater  at 
the  acceflion  of  the  eruptive  fever  (which 
commenced  rather  early),  and  they  had 
the  difeafe  more  ieverely  than  any  others 
that  1  have  fince  inoculated.  1  could  give 
other  inftances  oi  this  kind  :  but  the  fore¬ 
going  (together  with  the  firft)  cafes,  will 
be  1  efficient  to  iliuilrace,  the  pofition, —  that 
an  early  progreis  on  the  arm,  and  an  early 
commencement  of  the  eruptive  fymptoms, 

are 
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are  far  from  being  certain  indications*  that 
the  diftemper  will  be  mild  arid  favorable. 
You  will  find  too,  among  the  mod  irre¬ 
gular  and  untoward  of  Dr.  Dimsdale’s 
patients,  that  they  fickened  early.  See  his 
XVth,  XVIth,  and  XVIIIth  Cafes. 

The  mother  of  the  fucking  Infant  that 
is  the  lubjeCt  of  the  fourth  cafe,  fickened 
on  the  ninth  day  inclufive,  and  had  five 
puftules  only.  And  I  have  obferyed,  that 
thofe  women  who  give  fuck,  have  in  gene¬ 
ral  but  very  few  eruptions.  The  child  Was 
inoculated  two  days  before  the  mother,  by 
her  particular  defire.  The  reafons  fhe  urged 
for  this  procedure  were,  1  ft,  that  the  child 
might  ficken  before  her,  and  fhe  be  there¬ 
by  enabled  to  take  care  of,  and  manage 
him  properly  in  the  eruptive  fever :  2dly, 
that  in  cafe  it  fhould  fo  happen,  that  the 
child  did  not  take  the  infection  from  the  firft 
or  even  fecond  inoculation,  there  might  be 
a  diftance  of  time  fufficient  to  repeat  the 
operation  twice,  before  fhe  could  pofiibly 
ficken,  and  the  child  receive  the  infection 
bv  her  milk.  To  fatisfy  a  tender  and  af¬ 
fectionate  parent,  both  thefe  reafons  were 

I  2  admif- 
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admiffible  3  though  the  latter,  we  have  rea- 
fon  to  think,  will  be  found  upon  examina¬ 
tion  to  be  grounded  upon  a  wrong  prin¬ 
ciple.  For  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  when 
fucking  children  take  the  infedion  in  the 
natural  way  from  their  nurfes,  they  feldom 
ficken  fooner,  but  often  much  later,  than 
on  the  eighteenth  day  after  fymptoms  of  the 
eruptive  fever  were  firfl  perceived  on  thofe 
perfons  whofe  breads  they  fuck.  Confequent- 
ly,  allowing  the  general  run  of  eight  or 
ten  days,  from  the  time  of  being  infeded, 
to  the  time  of  fickening,  they  muft  receive  the 
contagion  long  after  the  termination  of  the 
eruptive  fever,  at  a  time  when  the  pocks 
abound  with  matter,  and  the  difeafe  is  eafily 
admitted  by  contad  or  infpiraticn,  without 
fuppofing  the  mother's  milk  to  be  the  means 
of  conveying  the  infedion  into  the  blood 
and  humours  of  the  fucking  child.  This 
opinion  of  the  inefiicacy  of  the  mothers 
milk  to  infed  the  child  before  the  ftage  of 
maturation,  will  be  corroborated  by  this 
confideration, — that  very  few  of  thofe  in¬ 
fants  whofe  mothers  had  the  fmall-pox 
whilft  they  (the  infants)  were  in  utero ,  are 
lecure  from  a  future  infedion  of  the  difeafe. 

For 


* 


{  6,  ] 

For  if,  even  after  the  crifis,  when  the  putrid 
variolous  matter  is  taken  up  by  the  ah- 
forbent  veins,  and  difFufed  through  the 
whole  fyftem  of  the  pregnant  woman,  from 
whom  a  nutritive  fluid  for  the  fupport  of 
the  Foetus  is  conftantly  derived*  I  fay,  if 
in  this  ftate,  the  juices  of  the  mother’s  body 
do  not  communicate  the  contagion  to  the 

tender  foetus  in  utero,  much  lefs  will  the 

. 

mothers  milk  infed  the  fucking  child  be¬ 
fore  the  flags  of  maturation,  at  which  time 
it  is  eailly  (and  I  believe  always)  infeded, 
bv  contad  with  the  variolous  matter,  or 
infeded  deaths;  or  by  infpiration,  taking 
into  the  lungs  the  variolous  miafmata,  as  it 
fucks  at  the  breaft. 


/ 
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CASE  V 


L.  five  years  old,  was  inoculated  oni 


V_T *  the  fecond  of  December.  On  the 
third  day  inclufive,  he  appeared  to  be  in- 
fedted.  But  from  this  time  to  the  eighth 
day,  the  inflammatory  appearances  made  fo 
little  progrefs,  that  I  was  doubtful  in  regard 
to  the  fuccefs  of  the  operation.  I  therefore 
inoculated  him  a  fecond  time,  with  crude 
matter  taken  from  beneath  the  pellicle  on 
the  arm  of  one  of  thofe  that  had  been  in¬ 
oculated  with  him  eight  days  before.  In 
twenty-four  hours  after  the  fecond  opera¬ 
tion,  all  the  pundtures  Ihewed  very  evident 
figns  of  infedtion :  and  on  the  evening  of 
the  tenth  day  from  the  firfl  inoculation,  he 
fickened.  The  eruptive  fymptoms  were 
very  favorable;  and  the  eruptions  did  not 
exceed  a  dozen  in  number.  This,  and  the 
following,  were  of  thofe  cafes  mentioned 
in  the  twenty-fixth  page,  in  which  both' 
the  firfl:  and  fecond  pundtures  rofe  finely, 
and  became  large  pocks  full  of  matter.  This 
cafe  likewife  juftifies  the  remark  made  in 
the  page  above  referred  to,  —  that  the  pro- 
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grefs  of  the  infedtion  in  the  blood  and 
juices  is  not  always  denoted  by  an  equal 
progrefs  on  the  arm.  For  it  appears  that 
this  boy  fickened  on  the  evening  of  the 
tenth  day ;  though,  on  the  morning  of  the 
eighth,  it  were  difficult  to  determine,  whether 
he  were  infedted,  or  not. 


CASE  VI, 

IN  the  month  of  February,  thirty-nine 
perfons  were  inoculated.  Of  this  num¬ 
ber  there  were  fix,  on  whofe  arms  the  figns 
of  infedtion  were  fo  backward,  that  on  the 
fifth  day  after  inoculation,  and  with  three 
of  them  on  the  fixth,  I  was  at  a  lofs  to 
determine  whether  the  infedtion  had  taken 
place,  or  not.  Three  of  them  were  inocu¬ 
lated  a  fecond  time.  Upon  vifiting  them 
two  days  after  this,  it  was  evident  that  they 
had  taken  infedtion  from  the  firit  inocu¬ 
lation  :  and  thefe  with  the  three  others 
fickened  on  the  ninth  and  tenth  days.  -The 
eruptive  fymptoms  were  in  no  wife  fevere 
with  either  of  them  5  and  the  number  of 

eruptions 
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eruptions  on  each  was  as  follows  t  7,  i©» 
1 5,  20,  20,  30. 

» 

CASE  VII. 


SB.  a  fucking  infant,  thirty-two  days 
.  old,  was  inoculated,  February  the 
23th.  In  forty-eight  hours  after  the  opera¬ 
tion,  the  figns  of  infection  appeared.  From 
this  time  they  advanced  fo  llowly,  that  on 
the  ninth  day,  the  inflammation  and  eleva¬ 
tion  at  the  place  of  infertion,  were  but 
little  different  from  the  ftate  they  were  in 
on  the  fecond  day  after  the  operation  was 
performed.  I  was  a  little  anxious  for  the 
event,  on  account  of  the  uncommon  back- 
wardnefs  of  the  arm  in  fo  young  a  fubjedl. 
On  the  eleventh  day,  the  inflammation  be¬ 
gan  to  fpread  round  the  pundture  (which 
was  now  confiderably  elevated),  and  conti¬ 
nued  to  increafe  for  three  days,  until  it  be¬ 
came  as  large  as  a  half-crown  piece,  ac¬ 
companied  with  a  florid  efflorefcence,  al- 
mc.ft  furrounding  the  arm.  From  this  time, 

the  inflammatory  appearances  gradually  di- 
1  minifhed. 
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jminifhed,  leaving  a  fcab  where  the  pundure 
was  made,  as  large  as  a  filler  penny.  During 
the  whole  time,  the  mother  did  not  per¬ 
ceive  that  the  child  had  any  illnefs  what¬ 
ever  5  nor  was  there  a  Angle  eruption. 
Other  cafes  of  this  kind  I  could  here  fub- 
join :  but  as  they  are,  for  the  moft  part, 
but  bare  repetitions  of  the  fads  contained 
in  the  three  foregoing  cafes,  the  publication 
is  unneceffary. 


CASE  VIIL 

A  Healthy  young  woman,  twenty-four 
years  of  age,  was  inoculated  in  June 
1769.  The  figns  of  infection  on  the  third 
day  after  the  operation,  were  very  doubt¬ 
ful  ;  and  continued  (0  for  iome  time.  On 
the  eighth  day,  the  inflammatory  appearances 
were  confiderably  increafed  ;  fhe  had  a  flight 
rigor ;  and  an  eruption  appeared  the  next 
day  upon  her  under  lip,  which  by  the  fol¬ 
lowing  morning  had  a  fmall  vefication  on 
its  furface.  On  the  tenth  day,  another  ap¬ 
peared  on  her  arm  ;  and  on  the  eleventh, 
a  third  on  her  cheek.  Thefe  difappeared  in 
tvv®  or  three  days :  nor  could  they  have 

K  been 
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been  deemed  variolous,  if  an  eruption  had 
not  been  at  that  time  expedted.  Gn  the 
twelfth  day,  the  inflammation  on  her  arm 
feemed  to  be  declining.  As  (he  was  un¬ 
commonly  foilicitous  to  have  fome  few 
pocks,  {he  was  permitted  to  eat  a  bit  of 
boiled  meat,  and  to  drink  a  quarter  of  a 
pint  of  ale.  She  had  the  fame  indulgence 
the  next  day.  Perceiving  that  this  pro¬ 
cured  her  no  eruptions,  {lie  unadvifedly  re¬ 
turned  to  her  father’s  houfe,  and  fed  upon 
bacon  and  other  grofs  food.  On  the  fif¬ 
teenth  day,  her  arm  began  to  look  fiery- 
red  >  {he  was  fick  at  ftomach,  and  had  a 
flight  head-ach.  In  the  evening,  ten  or 
twenty  eruptions  appeared ;  and  at  the  end 
of  two  days,  they  amounted  to  feveral 
hundreds.  They  maturated  kindly,  and 
turned  at  the  proper  time, 

i 

CASE  IX. 


Fine  boy,  three  years  old,  was  in¬ 
oculated  in  October  1769,  and  had 
a  moderate  number  of  eruptions.  Upon 
returning  to  his  ufual  diet  he  had  a  moffc 

voracious  appetite  and  was  indulged  with 

quan- 
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quantities  of  cheefe,  and  other  vifcid  food, 
of  which  he  was  very  greedy.  In  about  a 
fortnight  his  appetite  began  to  pali  ;  he 
looked  pale  and  fickly;  and  was  troubled 
with  a  frequent  cough,  occalioned  by  a  de¬ 
fluxion  upon  the  Larynx  and  Afpera  Arteria. 
This  defluxion  increafed  5  and  in  a  few  days 
became  fo  vifcid  and  tenacious,  that  it  was 
with  the  utmofl:  difficulty  that  he  expecto¬ 
rated.  A  high  fever  was  excited;  and  fuch 
quantities  of  vifcid  phlegm  were  collected 
in  the  ramifications  of  the  Bronchus,  that 
the  child  was  in  imminent  danger  of  fuffo- 
cation.  He  was  fome  time  in  this  condition 
before  his  friends  applied  for  proper  relief. 
A  bliftering  plaifter  was  laid  to  his  back; 
five  ounces  of  blood  were  drawn  from  his 
arm ;  and  the  fame  volatile  and  expecto¬ 
rating  medicines  were  prefcribed,  as  in 
Cafe'll.  By  theie  means  he  began  to  ex¬ 
pectorate  more  freely ;  and  the  fever  abated. 
But  the  relief  obtained  being  inadequate  to 
the  urgency  of  the  fymptoms,  a  powder 
was  given  him,  containing  Merc.  Dulcis, 
Tart.  Emetic,  a  gr.  iij.  This  vomited  and 
purged  him  feveral  times ;  and  an  amazing 
quantity  of  phlegm  was  difcharged,  parti¬ 
cularly  by  vomit.  Refpiration  was  greatly 

K  2  relieved 
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relieved  by  thefe  operations  $  and  the  fever 
was  entirely  fubdued.  The  expectorating 
medicines  were  continued.  He  mended 
daily,  and  is  now  in  perfect  health.  It 
may  poffibly  be  afked,  how  an  emetic,  as 
/achy  is  productive  of  thefe  happy  effects,  in 
infarctions  of  the  lungs  from  vifcid  phlegm, 
&c.  In  anfwer  to  this,  it  is  well  known, 
that  the  advantages  obtained  by  emetics,  do 
not  always  arife  from  the  difcharge  of  the 
contents  of  the  ftomach  only ;  but  frequent¬ 
ly,  from  the  {hock  given  to  the  whole 
vafcular  fyftem,  and  from  the  ftrong  con¬ 
tractions  into  which  the  feveral  fecretory 
and  excretory  organs  are  thrown,  by  this 
their  primary  effect  upon  the  ftomach* 
Thus,  in  the  cafe  before  us,  it  is  plain, 
that  by  the  ftrong  compreflion  of  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  parts,  the  nij'us  naturce%  in  the 
action  of  vomiting,  the  phlegm  collected  in 
the  branches  of  the  Aipera  Arteria,  was 
free’d  and  thrown  up ;  and  in  all  probabi¬ 
lity,  the  glands  of  the  parts  affected,  the 
Jeats  of  this  morbid  lecrction,  perfectly 
cleared  of  their  ohftructing  vifcidities. 
Therefore,  in  caie  ot  a  deposition  cr  mat¬ 
ter.  phlegm,  or  extraneous  fubitances,  in 
due  i  rachea  or  its  branches  $  if,  by  intro¬ 
ducing 
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ducing  a  finger,  or  tickling  the  throat  with 
a  feather,  we  make  the  patient  urge  to 
vomit,  we  {hall  greatly  affift  the  efforts  of 
nature  to  expel  the  offending  matter. 


CASE  X. 


r 


S.  two  years  old,  was  of  a  remarkable 


nJ  *  bad  habit.  A  principal  part  of  her 
diet  confided  of  old  wall,  afhes,  &c.  Unlefs 
narrowly  watched,  fhe  was  always  in  fearch 
of  things  of  this  kind.  Her  countenance 
was  pallid,  her  eyes  hollow,  and  her  flefh 
flaccid.  She  had  more  than  once  been 
almoft  exhaufted  by  a  violent  purging;  tho*, 
for  a  few  weeks  paft,  fhe  had  been  coftive. 
Her  parents  being  uncommonly  preffing  to 
have  her  inoculated,  on  account  of  the 
fmall-pox  being  in  the  neighbourhood,  I 
was  prevailed  upon  to  take  the  care  of 
her.  She  was  inoculated  July  7th,  having 
taken  two  days  before  the  following  powder 
in  the  evening,  and  a  dofe  of  purging  fyrup 
the  next  morning. 

R.  Merc ,  Alkaliz.  gr.  iv. 


—  —  j Dulcis.  gr.  ifs. 
Sal.  Martis .  gr.  iij, 
M. 


The 
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The  day  after  inoculation,  fhe  took  two  of 
thefe  powders ;  one  in  the  morning,  fading  ; 

the  other  at  night,  going  to  bed :  and  the 
following  morning,  a  dole  of  purging  Jyrup. 
Early  on  the  morning  of  the  fourth  day,  I 
was  defired  to  vifit  her  immediately  :  upon 
examination,  I  found  her  covered  from 
head  to  foot  with  Imall  eruptions,  exactly 
refembling  the  confluent  fmall-pox ;  moil 
of  them  railed  above  the  furface  of  the  ikin, 
and  hard  to  the  touch.  Her  pulfe  was 
quick,  and  her  ikin  hot.  As  the  appearance 
of  this  eruption  indicated  fomething  more 
than  a  Ample  inoffenfive  rafh ;  as  the  fmall- 
pox  was  io  near,  and  one  of  the  fervants  of 
the  houfe  actually  fickened  in  the  natural 
wav,  three  days  before ;  and  as  the  figns  of 
infe&ion  on  the  child’s  arm  were  very  doubt¬ 
ful  ;  I  was  at  fir  ft  appreheniive  of  its  being 
the  confluent  natural  fmall-pox.  But  re- 
fleding  that  the  child  had  not  to  appearance 
much  previous  iilnefs,  that  the  whole  erup¬ 
tion  appeared  in  the  fpace  of  a  few  hours 
(making  no  gradual  advance  like  the  fmall- 
pox,  from  the  head  downwards),  and  that 
the  child  was  then  free  from  violent  fymp- 
toms,  I  began  to  think  that  this  (at  firft 
formidable)  appearance  was  no  other  than 

a  rafli 


a.  rafh,  caufed  by  fome  impurity  of  the 
juices,  thrown  to  the  furface  of  the  body 
by  means  of  the  mercurial  chalybeate  pow¬ 
ders.  Directions  were  accordingly  given 
to  keep  the  child  moderately  warm,  and  to 
give  her  plenty  of  lage  tea,  and  other  thin 
diluting  liquors.  A  Julep  was  like  wife  pre- 
fcribed,  containing  Tart.Solub.Pulv.  e  Chelis 
C.  ConfeCt.  Alkerm.  &c.  By  thefe  means, 
the  florid  colour  of  the  eruptions  began  to 
grow  duiky  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  at 
the  end  of  three  days,  they  entirely  difap- 
peared.  The  eruptive  fymptoms  commenced 
on  the  eighth  day,  and  were  very  moderate. 
She  had  an  eruption  of  about  thirty  pocks. 
The  child’s  habit  appears  to  be  much  mend¬ 
ed  by  the  regimen  and  medicines ;  and  ihe 
enjoys  a  much  better  ftate  of  health  than 
£he  ever  had  before. 


CASE  XL 


Young  healthy  married  couple  were 
JL  L  inoculated,  July  1 8th,  with  matter 
taken  from  an  infed'ted  arm  eleven  days  af¬ 
ter  inoculation.  The  following  day,  the 
hufband  s  arm  itched  much  ;  he  complain¬ 
ed 
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£cl  of  a  numbnefs  and  frequent  {booting 
pains  from  the  places  of  infertion  up  to  the 
ihoulder ;  a  confiderable  hardnefs,  and  an 
inflammatory  efflorefcence  larger  than  a  fix- 
pence,  furrounded  each  puncture.  The  wife 
had  limilar  iymptoms  and  appearances,  tho’ 
in  a  lefler  degree*  I  imagined  that  both 
thefe  would  turn  out  fuch  irregular  cafes  as 
Dr.  DimsDale  has  defcribed  in  his  47th, 
48th,  and  49th  pages.  But  it  proved  other- 
wife.  On  the  next  day,  the  inflammation 
and  painful  fenfations  of  the  man’s  arm, 
were  greatly  abated  5  and  the  pun&ures  had 
a  proper  appearance  for  the  third  day  af¬ 
ter  inoculation.  He  proceeded  very  well,, 
lickened  on  the  fixth  day,  and  after  pretty 
fevere  eruptive  fymptoms,  had  about  thirty 
puftules.  But  the  inflammation  and  {hoot¬ 
ing  pains  of  the  woman’s  arm,  were  much 
increafed  on  the  third  day  5  attended  with 
head-ach,  third,  and  a  flight  fever.  On 
the  fourth  day,  the  febrile  fymptoms  en- 
tirelv  left  her.  .  The  inflammation  on  the 
arm  was.  much  diminifhed;  and  in  two  or 
three, days  totally  difappeared.  I  now  con¬ 
cluded,  from  thofe  cales  defcribed  by  Dr. 
Dimsdale  in  the  pages  above  referred  to, 
that  the  whole  affair  was  over,  and  that 

the 
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the  patient  was  fecure  from  any  further  in¬ 
fection  from  the  fmall-pox.  However,  for 
her  latisfaCtion,  and  my  own  information* 
I  inoculated  her  a  fecond  time,  with  matter 
taken  from  an  infe&ed  arm  twelve  days 
after  inoculation.  On  the  third  day  after 
the  operation,  I  perceived  with  fome  fur- 
prize,  that  the  infection  had  taken  place. 
The  punCtures  advanced  properly  j  and  the 
fickened  on  the  evening  of  the  feventh  day. 
Though  the  pain  of  the  head  and  back 
was  fevere,  the  fever  was  inconflderable. 
She  had  but  three  large  puftules  \  and  the 
inoculated  part  dried  up  at  the  proper  time, 
leaving  a  fcab  at  the  place  of  infertion, 

CASE  XII. 

SB.  a  fucking  child,  four  months  old, 
#  was  inoculated  on  the  2  2d  day  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  with  the  clear  fluid  of  an  infeCted 
arm,  taken  in  the  eruptive  fever.  In  forty- 
eight  hours  after  the  operation  was  perform¬ 
ed,  the  figns  of  infe&ion  were  fo  ftrong,  and 
fc  far  advanced,  that  I  informed  the  parents 
the  difeafe  would  pafs  off  in  a  very  flight 
manner,  and  much  fooner  than  it  does  with 
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the  generality  of  patients;  On  the  fifth  day, 

I  found  that  the  inflammatory  appearances 
were  quite  gone  from  the  arm  j  and  two 
fcabs,  each  of  the  fize  of  a  large  pin’s  head-, 
remained  at  the  places  of  inl'ertioh.  On  the 
preceding  day,  the  child  had  been  very  reft* 
lefs  and  feverifh ;  and  I  made  no  fcruple 
(upon  the  teftimony  of  Dr.  Dimsdale,  and 
feveral  cafes  of  a  fimilar  kind  that  I  had  met 
With  in  my  own  pradice),  to  pronounce  the 
child  fafe  from  any  future  infedion  of  the 
fmall-pox.  But  for  the  fatisfadion  of  her 
parents,  I  inoculated  her  a  fecond  time,— 
with  crude  matter  taken  from  an  infeded 
arm,  fix  days  after  inoculation.  I  negleded 
to  look  at  her  arm  for  feveral  days.  At  length 
the  mother  defired  me  to  examine  it,  fufped- 
ing  that  the  child  was  infeded ;  which  proved 
to  be  the  cafe  upon  infpedion.  The  pundure 
advanced  properly,  and  with  a  pretty  exten- 
five  inflammation.  On  the  feventh  day,  the 
eruptive  fever  ran  pretty  high}  but  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  an  eruption  of  feveral  pimples  only, 
which  never  maturated.  There  remained  on 
her  arm  a  fcab  as  large  as  a  filver  penny. 


CASE 
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S.  a  healthy  woman,  forty-one  years 


I  jf,  of  age,  was  inoculated  on  the  24th  of 
Auguft,  with  thirty-fix  others,  in  a  town 
where  the  fmall-pox  was  at  that  time  rife. 
She  had  taken  the  preparatory  powder ;  and 
.the  purging  falts,  the  day  preceeding  the  in¬ 
oculation.  There  was  a  ftrong  fufpicion  of 
her  having  taken  the  infedion  in  the  natural 
way;  and  on  the  day  after  inoculation  fhe 
fickened.  She  was  feized  with  a  rigor  ;  vio¬ 
lent  pains  from  head  to  foot  ;  and  in  a  few 
hours  a  high  fever.  I  faw  her  late  that 
evening;  and  (having  none  of  the  extinguifh- 
ing  pill  with  me)  gave  her  ten  grains  of  the 
No.  4,  which  in  few  hours  purged  her  brifldy 
twice  or  thrice.  By  the  next  morning  her 
fever  and  pains  were  fomewhat  abated.  She 
was  kept  moving  in  the  open  air,  and  drank 
feveral  times  of  cold  water  towards  the  even- 
ing.  Her  fever  again  increafed,  and  I  gave 
her  nine  grains  of  the  extinguifhing  pill.  This 
neither  vomited  nor  fweated  her;  but  purged 
her  once  or  twice  the  next  morning.  Her  fever 
and  pains  now  left  her,  and  the  pocks  appeared. 


L  2 


She 
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She  had  a  favorable  eruption  of  about  two 
hundred,  palled  thro  the  fucceecUng  hages 
without  confinement,  anti  remain^  in  pciledt 
health. 

CASE  XIV. 

AT.  aged  nineteen,  was  feized  on  the 
•  14th  of  May  with  a  rigor,  (ucceeded 
by  violent  pauls  in  her  hea^  back,  and  iinibs. 
Thefe  fymptoms  continued  four  days  before 
I  law  her.  Upon  examination,  I  found  her 
arms  covered  with  a  van  number  01  eruptions. 
They  appeared  likewife  upon  her  neck  and 
face.  She  ftill  complained  of  pains  in  her 
head,  back,  and  limbs ;  and  of  great  oppref- 
fion  and  ficknefs  at  ftomach.  After  giving 
her  ten  grains  of  the  extinguifhing  pill,  with 
a  glals  of  water,  1  ordered  her  co  move  about 
in  the  open  air)  and  if  the  pin  omited  hci,to 
encourage  it  by  drmkir,r  tepivi  water.  In  thiee 
hours,  us  the  former  pili  nan  taK.cn  no  euect, 
I  repeated  ic  in  the  feme  dole,  This  operated 
once  by  vomit,  and  fix  or  eight  times  bv  ftool, 
before  the  next  morning ;  when  her  com¬ 
plaints  were  greatly  relieved.  Sue  walked 
much  in  the  open  air  this  day;  and  towards 
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the  evening,  took  two  or  three  draughts  of 
cold  water.  She  had  no  complaint  after  this* 
Fifteen  or  twenty  pocks  only  proceeded  to 
maturation,  which  dried  away  early  ;  and 
fhe  is  now  in  perfeft  health. 

I  fhall  take  the  liberty  to  fubjoin  the  fol¬ 
lowing  cafe,  —  not  as  an  encouragement  for 
any  to  undertake  another  fuch  patient,  but 
on  account  of  its  fingularity ;  as,  I  fuppofe, 
a  peiion  oi  fo  foul  a  habit  of  body,  in  fo 
weak  a  date,  and  with  fuch  a  complication 
of  complaints,  was  never  before  (nor  may  be, 
perhaps,  in  f  uture)  inoculated  for  the  imall- 
pox. 

.  r  ■.  -  - 

CASE  XV. 

A  Woman,  thirty- feven  years  of  age* 
was  inoculated  on  the  8th  of  Auguft; 
having  taken  the  preparatory  powder,  (con¬ 
taining  Merc.  Dulcis,  £r.  viij.)  and  dofe  of 
purging  fait.  On  the  fecond  evening  after 
inoculation,  (he  took  gr.  viij  of  the  powder 
No.  i.  Upon  vifiting  her  on  the  third  day* 
I  found  that  the  medicines  had  operated  very 
roughly  with  her,  that  (he  had  purged  ever 
fmee  (lie  took  the  preparatory  dofe,  that  the 

preceding 
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preceding  night’s  powder  had  griped  her 
feverely,  that  fhe  had  no  appetite  to  food, 
and  was  fc  very  weak  that  (he  Could  fcarce 
ftand  or  lift  her  hand  to  her  head.  I  did 
not  much  wonder  at  her  prefent  fituation, 
when  I  was  made  acquainted  with  the  pre¬ 
vious  flate  of  her  health;  which  her  huf- 
band  (who  applied  to  have  her  inoculated, 
and  took  the  preparatory  medicines  home 
with  him),  either  purpofely  or  inadvertently 
concealed.  I  found  that  fhe  had  been  afflidted 
with  a  leprofy  upwards  of  thirty  years;  that 
there  were  at  all  times  fcurfy  blotches  on  her 
arms,  from  the  elbows  to  the  wrifts,  and  upon 
her  forehead,  which  now  refembled  a  large 
fort  of  variolous  pocks  picked  off*  too  foon ; 
that  in  every  fpring  and  autumn  there  was 
a  violent  increafe  of  the  leprofy ;  that  at  thefe 
feafons  fhe  was  almoff  covered  with  inflam¬ 
matory  leprous  eruptions ;  and  that  fhe  had 
tried  a  variety  of  remedies  recommended  by 
the  faculty,  and  a  falivation,  to  no  purpofe. 
She  added,  like  wife,  that  fhe  had  been  in  a 
weak  languid  flate  from  the  time  fhe  fuckled 
twins,  of  whom  fhe  had  then  been  delivered 
about  two  years ;  that  her  blood  was  always 
very  thin ;  and  that  fhe  was  frequently  futv 
je£t  to  fever  e  fhooting  pains  in  her  head  and 

back, 
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back*  with  weaknefs  and  diforder  of  her 
bowels  upon  the  lead:  irregularity  of  diet,  or 
upon  taking  cold.  As  the  medicines  and 
regimen  die  hath  hitherto  taken  and  purfued, 
Were  highly  improper  for  her  con  dilution  ; 
I  immediately  ordered  her  very  gentle  pur¬ 
gative,  to  carry  off  the  remains  of  the  calo¬ 
mel,  and  a  more  generous  ftrengthening  diet 
than  (he  had  before  ufed.  On  the  fifth  day, 
the  punctures  appeared  in  a  proper  date; 
but  die  dill  remained  very  weak,  with  a 
loathing  of  all  kind  of  food.  I  caufed  her 
to  be  removed  to  a  houie  near  me,  that  I 
might  do  as  much  as  pofiible  to  drengthea 
her  againd  the  approaching  day  of  danger. 
She  took  this  evening  (being  the  fifth  from 
the  inoculation),  the  following  powder. 

R.  Cert.  Peruv .  pulv.  3j. 

Sal.  Martis. 

Pulv.  Rad .  Rhau  I  go  iij. 

JvL 

**  **  •'  *  v  ■  4 

This  was  repeated  three  times  on  the  fixth, 
and  once  on  the  feventh  day.  The  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  eruptive  fymptoms  prevented  a 
longer  continuance  of  it.  By  the  fil’d  dole 
of  thefc  powders  her  appetite  was  mended ; 

and 
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and  at  the  time  of  the  appearance  of  the 
eruptive  fever,  her  ftrength  ami  fpirits  were 
coniiderab’y  recruited.  On  the  ninth  day, 
being  the  third  of  the  eruptive  fever,  the 
pains  in  her  back  and  limbs  became  very 
fevere.  She  puffed  a  reftlefs  night  ;  and  the 
next  day  her  pains  and  fever  were  increafed. 
Three  table- ipoonfuls  of  the  following  mix* 
ture  was  diredled  to  be  given  her  every  three 
hours. 

R.  Pufo.  Bezoardic . 

Fart.  Solub .  a  5J. 

Syr.  e  Me  conic •  5vj* 

Ag.  Mentha  S.  §ifs. 

• - Cinnam.  Fort .  ^fs. 

-  -  —  Fontana .  ^iij. 

M. 

She  paffed  the  night  of  the  tenth  day  better 
than  the  preceeding;  fhefweated  pretty  much  ; 
and  by  the  morning  her  violent  pains  ceafed, 
but  left  her  fo  weak  thatfhe  could  fcarce  ftand. 
Several  eruptions  now  appeared  on  her  face 
and  arms  :  and  as  the  fever  feemed  to  be  en¬ 
tirely  iubdued,  and  a  degree  of  ftrength  want¬ 
ing  to  throw  the  difeafe  to  the  furface,  fhe 
was  permitted  to  take  of  egg-caudle,  fack- 


*■ 
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whey,  mutton-broth,  &c.j  and  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  a  little  mild  ale  with  a  toaft.  Sne  paifed 
a  tolerable  night;  and  on  the  twelfth  day,  a 
fcore  or  two  of  fine  large  pocks  appeared,  i  ne 
following  night,  her  reft  was  broken  by  fcvere 
{hooting  pains  in  her  bowels,  and  fide  of  her 
head,  which' made  her  very  reftiefs  tor  the 
remainder  of  the  night.  In  the  morning,  a 
powder  was  given  her,  containing  Pulv.  Rad. 
Rhsei  gr.  xv.  This  purgedher  thrice,  and 
her  pains  gradually  went  off ;  together  with 
feveral  hard  painful  tumors,  which  had  made 
their  appearance  in  her  neck,  and  behind  her 
ears  loon  after  the  accefuon  of  the  violent 
pains.  From  this  time  Ihe  daily  gained 
ftren^th;  and  the  eruptions  (confiding  of 
about  three  hundred  fine  large  diftindt 
pocks),  proceeded  kindly  to  maturation  and 

cxareice^'^ 
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AT 

OWEN’s  Original  Mineral- Water  Ware- 
houfe,  No.  ii.  between  the  Temple  Gates, 
Fleet-Street,  Eftabliflhed  in  its  Reputation 
near  Fifty  Years,  by  the  Recommendation 
of  the  moil  eminent  Physicians,) 

Are  fold,  wholefale  or  retale,  all  forts  of  Mineral 
Waters,  now  in  ufe,  or  prefcribed  by  the  Faculty , 
in  their  utmoft  perfection,  viz . 

SEltzer  water,  in  large  lione  bottles;  German  Spa 
water,  filled  at  the  Poubon  Spring ,  in  large  flafks; 
The  fame,  in  fmall  flafks ;  Pyrmont  water,  in  three  pint 
bottles ;  Bourn  water ;  Harrogate  water ;  Nevil  Holt 
water,  from  Dr.  Short ;  Wiltfhire  Holt  water;  Tilbury 
alterative  water,  from  the  old  well  ;  Malvern  water; 
Cheltenham  water ;  Bath  water  ;  Scarborough  water  ; 
Briftol  hot  well  water,  from  Smith  and  WoodalF,  jeffop’s 
well,  or  Stoke  water  ;  A&on,  and  Dog  and  Duck  waters  ; 
Tar  water,  made  agreeable  to  Bp.  Berkley's  dire&ions  ; 
Sea  water,  in  its  utmoii  purity,  taken  up  feveral  leagues 
at  fea. 

Scarborough,  Cheltenham,  and  Adton  faits. 

N,  B.  The  foreign  waters  are  taken  up  at  fuch 
times  only,  when  they  are  in  full  vigour,  and  approved 
by  the  phyficians  both  of  Pyrmont  and  Spa,  as  will 
more  fully  appear  by  feveral  certificates  under  their 
hands  and  feals. 

Great  quantities  of fpurious  JVaters  being  notorioufiy 
fold  at  a  low  price  lor  the  genuine  \  particularly  the 
Water  of  Chevron  or  Bru.}  which  has  been  for  feveral 
years  pail  vended  under  the  name  of  the  Pouhon  Spa 
Wa  ter ,  to  the  great  difappointment  of  the  phyficians  and 
their  patients;  in  order  to  prevent  impofitions,  I'o  dan¬ 
gerous  to  health,  as  much  as  lies  in  my  power,  I  pre- 
lume  to  defire  the  favour  of  thofe  who  are  fo  kind  as 
to  honour  me  with  their  commands,  to  give  firidf  or- 
ders,  that  the  meflenger  do  always  bring  back  one  of 
my  printed  bilk,  with  a  receipt  figned  by  their  in  oft 
obedient  fervant. 

’  W.  OWEN. 

Note.  Bath,  Bri/lol ,  and  feveral  of  the  above  w<‘ters> 
come  cooftantly  trefih  every  week,  by  land  carnage. 


